My Dear Rotary Friends

The Art of Being Flexible
If there is one thing I have learned as your District Governor this year, it’s that nothing will go as expected
and we have to be willing to adapt. My daughters would say this isn’t my strength, but it’s been a year of
learning together.
As we head into the second half of the Rotary year, we need to continue to be flexible. Here are some
changes for you to be aware of:
1. I am pleased to announce that DFC has approved to waive all District dues for the second half of this
Rotary Year. Each club now has the flexibility to use those additional funds as they please.
2. We will continue to offer great virtual programs. Our next program is titled “Young people speak Rotary
clubs, it’s time to stretch and listen.” This is our opportunity to hear what young Rotarians want from Rotary including what needs to change. The event will be held on Monday February 22nd at 7pm and you can
register here http://bit.ly/RotaryNYYPS
3. RLI -- the Rotary Leadership Institute -- will be held virtually this year on Saturday March 6th. This is
your opportunity to see the greater world of Rotary outside of your own club. This year registration will
begin on February 5th and will cost only $25 -- Our District believes this program is so important that we are
offering full scholarships to the first 150 people who register (and attend). You will need to register, pay
and once the event is over, you will be reimbursed if you were within that first 150 people. Register using
this link www.rlinea.org and select Owego District 7170.
4. District Conference – Our in-person District Conference (originally scheduled for May 21 in Corning,
NY) has now been cancelled. HOWEVER, we will shift to a virtual formal offering an exciting and interesting program. I understand this is disappointing, but we are doing our best to bring you the best program
possible – more information to come soon.
Thank you for continuing to be flexible and for staying engaged and positive on this journey.
Keep safe and healthy – until we ZOOM again,

DG Matt

Buy a bird feeder and hang it so that you can see it from your kitchen window.

The reality of it is that your year as President for your club does not start 01 July 2021…it started when
you said ‘yes’! My job, as District Governor for 21-22, is to help you, and your club, have a successful
year.
Our District's theme for 21-22 will be “Rotary and Our Environment” with my goal being to have every
club engaged, in some way, with addressing environmental issues. This could be a project, speakers, programs, or whatever great ideas your members come up with. Ideally, each club will have something to
share at our District Conference in April 2022
To help you prepare there are 2 upcoming programs that you should plan on ‘attending’. If there is no PE
available someone from each club should attend.
7170 President Elect chat sessions. Feb 23 & 25, Mar 01 & 03.
I will be hosting 4 Zoom chat sessions for PE’s. Please plan on participating in whichever one works best
for you, there is no cost. These informal sessions will provide an opportunity to hear about the 21-22 Rotary International theme, meet other 7170 President Elects, and, most importantly, to ask any questions you
have about your upcoming year as a club President.
Multi-District President Elect Training Seminar. Mar 19 & 20.
PETS is a great opportunity to learn more about Rotary and what to expect. If you have served as President
before, this is a chance to hear what has changed and recharge your enthusiasm for Rotary. This will be a
virtual event with excellent speakers including Rotary International President Elect Shekhar Mehta. The 4
DGEs are working hard to make this a fun and interactive experience. PETS is required training and your
club has already paid a $25 registration fee. Be sure you are using Zoom Version 5.3 or higher to fully participate.
Email the date you will be joining a PE chat session emkurtz56@gmail.com
Register for MD-PETS sooner than later. https://www.rotaryempiremdpets.org/

Are you a committed Rotarian looking for a way to engage?
Do you like working with college students and young adults?
District 7170 is looking for a Rotarian to help support and grow Rotaract in our District. To learn more
please contact DGE Evan Kurtz, emkurtz56@gamil.com or 607-423-2693
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Wave at children on school busses

2021 District 7170 Leadership Summit
Who is expected to attend: The District Governor track, Assistant Governors, any and all Committee
chairs & members.
Who is welcome to attend: ANY District 7170 Rotarian
When: Feb 24, 2021 07:00 – 8:30 PM

This is an opportunity for District leadership to meet, hear about the coming year, and discuss how
we may better serve the clubs and Rotarians of our District.
There will be a little speechifying, some poll taking, and small group discussions so come ready
to engage.
Registration is required.
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pd-uvpzsrHNR8_-oqWDiMnwfjC7vXrKK6
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
meeting.
Questions, concerns, comments? Contact DGE Evan Kurtz, emkurtz56@gmail or 607-423-2693
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Show respect for others’ time. Call whenever you’re going to be more than ten minutes late for an appointment.

Dozen Dinner Draw | Rotary Club of Ithaca
DOZEN DINNER DRAW ROTARY CLUB OF ITHACA. raising funds to support our goal of helping
provide Disaster Relief and Recovery support in the Bahamas after Hurricane Dorian. For more information,
click here>>Rotary Dozen Dinner Draw

Clubs who are interested in applying for a District Community or International Grant must send one, preferably two, members to an annual Grants Seminar. This year the seminar will be a Zoom webinar on Saturday
February 13, 2021 at 10:00 am. The session will last about an hour.
Mark your calendar now; registration information will be sent in early February. Questions? Contact Cindy
Burger, District Grants Committee Chair at csburger@frontiernet.net or (607) 692-3442.

It’s time to think about applying for a District Grant. The early deadline of May 15 will be here sooner than
you think! The Community and International application forms for 2021-2022 will be posted on the District
website in January and the annual grant seminar will be held in late January or early February.
Typically, the Grants Committee receives requests for more funding than is available and in many cases has
awarded partial grants to try to make the money go farther. For 2021-2022, the Committee has decided to fully
fund all worthy projects. This means that projects will be scrutinized even more closely – only the very best
projects will be funded, but at the full amount requested.
In previous years some clubs have submitted two, even three, projects and the Committee has sometimes
awarded two grants to a club. For 2021-2022, however, only one grant will be awarded to a club so put your
best efforts into your application.
Remember, if your club received a grant for the 2020-2021 Rotary year, your Interim progress report wasdue
January 31.
As always, feel free to contact Grants Committee Chair Cindy Burger, csburger@frontiernet.net, (607) 6923442, with any questions.
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Tape record your parents’ memories of how they met and their first years off marriage

A Sherburne Rotary grant project took place at the Bell Tree Community Center in Earlville, NY. A
32,000 BTU Heat Pump was installed to address the need for heat in the main section of the Bell Tree.
The Bell Tree is a non-profit indoor play space and community center. It is housed in the former Methodist Church in the center of the village of Earlville. Open play spaces were created by removing all seating.
The alter area became a large sandbox. A variety of activities are able to take place in the main section of
the Bell Tree where the heating unit is now installed. Activities include dress-up play, and a very large
open play area where different large motor activities take place. The religious classrooms became an Art
classroom and a music classroom. There is a kitchenette on the main floor and a full commercial kitchen
and dining area in the lower level.
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Hire people smarter than you

Oneonta Rotary’s busy fall turned into an even busier holiday season as the
club completed several community projects.
The need for winter coats this year was even greater than in past years. By the end of December, Oneonta
Rotary’s Operation Warm distributed over 227 brand new warm winter coats to elementary students in
Oneonta, Laurens, and Charlotte Valley. Coats were also distributed by request to other clubs (for distribution in their areas) and organizations.
As a companion to Operation Warm, Dan Buttermann completed his President’s Project by shopping for and purchasing 100 sets of hats and mittens which will be distributed to area elementary schools. Buttermann selected the project to honor the late
Dick Breuninger who passed away before he could begin his presidency last June.
Dick had planned to provide hats and mittens to area school children but not until January. As an educator and a parent, he knew that many children would have lost their
hats and mittens by that time and would need a new set. In keeping with Dick’s wishes, the hats and mittens will be distributed this month. Funds for the President’s Project are provided by the Oneonta Rotary Fund.

Working with Opportunities for Otsego and Family Services Association, Rotary holiday shoppers purchased $100 in gifts for each of 27 children. The
yearly project is funded through the Axel Axhoj Fund which was created by a
donation from Axhoj who wanted to make sure that children living in poverty
would have presents to open at Christmas.

Oneonta Rotarians also “Rang the Bell” for the Salvation Army. Rotating shifts of teams
of two stood at two entrances to Oneonta’s Southside Mall throughout the day. In the interest of safety, ringers stood outside. Warm clothing was the order of the day!

Finally, Oneonta Rotary participated in Oneonta’s first Festival of Lights in Neahwa
Park. The festival was designed to safely bring the community together to celebrate
the holidays. The club’s display, “Rockefeller’s Tree”, was designed in honor of the
little Saw Whet Owl found in the West Oneonta 75 feet tall Norway Spruce that stood
in Rockefeller Center for the holiday season—the second time in four years that a
tree from Oneonta has graced the Center.

From all of us in Oneonta—wishing all our fellow Rotarians
throughout District 7170 a healthy and helpful New Year!
6

Be modest. A lot was accomplished before you were born

The Bainbridge Rotary Club is pleased to announce the award of a District Community grant in the sum of
$2,687 to the Bainbridge Fire Department/EMS. The access to, and quality of rural health care, has been a
growing crisis over the past decade. Economics and demographics have worked against the ability of hospitals to provide rural emergency medical care. Bainbridge has been impacted directly by this trend. With the
reduction of emergency care working hours last year, community emergency response teams are even more
critical to the health and well-being of our community since the nearest emergency medical services are now
30 miles away. To see that the Bainbridge EMS/Rescue Squad has the medical equipment and supplies available to meet this increased need, the Bainbridge Rotary Club, by means of a grant provided through Rotary
District 7170, has undertaken to provide needed new life saving equipment to our EMS/Rescue Squad. This
gear, which has been identified by Chief Fred Bell of the Bainbridge Fire Department/EMS Squad, includes:
a scoop stretcher, two portable inter agency radios; and two CO2 Detectors. Rotary Club President, June
White, says: “Bainbridge is blessed to have such a dedicated and qualified team of first responders who provide critical care during a medical emergency, often making the difference between life and death. The Bainbridge Rotary Club is proud to recognize the years of dedicated service by this community-based emergency
squad.”

June White, President; Fred Bell, Fire/EMS
Chief; Josh Van Steenburg, Squad Captain

Rotarians with Fire/EMS Personnel

The Check

The Equipment

Our Club is thankful to the District and members of the Grants Management Committee for their generous support to our
community

7

Keep it simple

This past spring Dr. Betty Wambui, an Associate Professor in Africana and Latino Studies at the State University of New York – Oneonta, addressed The Rotary Club of Binghamton concerning the needs of young
women in Nairobi, Kenya. She explained that many of them do not have access to personal care products or
a comprehensive and accurate understanding of menstrual hygiene, the consequences of early pregnancies
and rape.
Understanding this dire need, Binghamton Rotary pledged to raise $5,000 to purchase 500 kits that contained
personal care products for the young women. They reached out to the Rotary clubs in our district and Florida as well as individuals, women’s groups and businesses owned by women. In response $5,530 was raised.
This past week Dr.Wambui notified the club that the kits had been completed and were dispersed to the
young women. This event was also accompanied with an educational component that was so essential to
the success of project.
To celebrate the completion of this grant four members of the Binghamton club attended via Zoom a meeting
of the Rotary Club of Nairobi - Connect where Binghamton Rotary and its members were thanked by Kenya’s district governor and club members for their cooperation in making this project successful.
Many thanks for the generosity of the following clubs: Bainbridge, Edmeston, Hobart, Owego, Trumansburg, Northern Palm Beaches and Binghamton. To several members of these clubs, their families and individuals, AAUW, American Business Women, State Farm Insurance, Ruby Jewelers and Binghamton Charities.

8

Take good care of those you love

"Bill" Davidson
Bill was a member of the Sidney Rotary since 1989, he served as President from 1993-1994. He is always
helping new members to become active and lives the motto, "Service above Self."

Sidney Rotarian makes, donates 1,000+ craft kits to kids
When the pandemic caused by the spread of COVID-19 hit, Sidney Rotarian, Linda Fulghum found a crafty way to cope. Since March, the former pre-school
teacher, Rotarian, and professional crafter has made and donated more than 1,000
craft kits to children. “I have always tried to do stuff with kids; that’s the first
thing I look to,” Fulghum said, recalling mentorships of Sidney teens and collaborations with Head Start students and Delaware Opportunities. “I have always been
active in women’s groups and very crafty and I used to work for a scrapbook company and did traveling sales and trade shows, so I’ve always had a feel for crafts.
“When March came and everybody all of a sudden was short on masks, I immediately looked at what I had in my supplies,” she said. “I donated (supplies) ... but
then I thought, ‘Everybody is getting together to collect food and masks, but what
about the kids?’ Nobody was doing anything for the kids and ... that gave me the
idea to start working on kits. “Partnering with neighbor and then-Rotarian Marie Cole, and later the Sidney Rotary Club, Fulghum developed contact-free distribution to local kids. Kits included supplies to
make journals, scrapbooks, calendars, greeting cards, suncatchers, gratitude jars, jewelry and more. “I
was concerned about exposure, so I brainstormed with Marie Cole, who works with the Salvation Army
and is a former Rotarian,” she said. “I said, ‘You know a lot of people in town, how about I make the
kits, give them to you and you distribute them?’ and that worked really well. “She would post on Facebook and put out feelers in Sidney and local areas, and people would contact her,” Fulghum continued.
“I would drop (finished kits) over to her house two or three times a week and she would arrange (for
people) to pick them up on her porch.
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Matt Adler
District Governor
2020-2021
1835 Beach Rd.
Apalachin, NY 13732
Phone:
(H) 607-625-2668
(C) 607-765-6853
E-mail:

mbadler@stny.rr.com
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2021 International
Convention in Taipei
Www.rotary
dictrict7170.org

