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The Rotary Foundation

Governor’s Message
Dear fellow Rotarians,

Welcome to the newest Member of our DG Track!
Wendy Deis, of the Owego Rotary Club, is our District Governor Nominee Designate (DGND)! This means she will be our
Governor for the 23-24 Rotary year. Wendy has been a Rotarian
since 2010 serving as Club President, Foundation Chair, Program
Chair, and on the Membership Committee. For our District the Deis family (including
her husband Tim and daughter Melanie) hosted a Youth Exchange student and Wendy
has served as a Foundation Area Director. She is also a Paul Harris Fellow +2.
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Wendy is retired but continues to serve her community including currently being on the Tioga County Rural Ministry
Board of Directors. Her nursing career involved work with
organ transplants (ask her…) and her hobbies include quilting/sewing, cooking, and gardening, among other things
Please join me in thanking PDG Zoe Van der Meulen and the
nominating committee for their work and let us all welcome
Wendy and support her on her continuing Rotary journey .
DG club visits
October saw the end of my DG club visits, most in person,
many hybrid, and a couple virtual. For those who weren’t at
one of the 40 plus meetings, and as a reminder of those who
were, here is the “CliffsNotes’ version of my talk.
From RI President Shekhar Mehta:
Our Rotary theme for 2021-2022 is “Serve to Change Lives”.
Has a nice sound, doesn’t it? Reminds us of what we do!
Shekhar has 4 initiatives for the 2021-22 Rotary year aimed
at increasing our impact through service and expanding our
reach by introducing new members to Rotary.
Empowering girls. Help address the inequities girls face our
worldwide. Launch a club-based initiative or be part of a district or global grant that improves the health, well-being, education, and economic security of girls in their communities
and ensures their access to resources.

“Grow Rotary - Each One, Bring One”. Bring a friend, a neighbor, a family member, or a colleague. Engage
them with Rotary; send them a Zoom link for a program, ask them to join you on a project, invite them to a club
social event. If only 1 in 10 joins we will reach Shekhar’s goal of 1.3 million Rotarians by the end of his year on
June 30, 2022!
Rotary Day of Service. Rotarians are encouraged to collaborate on hands-on service activities with members of
their communities, other service organizations, school groups, municipalities, etc.
Areas of Focus Presidential conferences. A series of 6 presidential conferences around the world will highlight
club humanitarian efforts in their communities and around the world.
For more information on President Shekhar’s initiatives go to ‘https://my.rotary.org/en/news-media/office-president/presidential-initiatives’
Our District areas of focus for 2021-22
Communication. Rotarians who are engaged with District and other Rotarians will hear more ideas and find more
opportunities for service. They will be more aware of Rotary in the greater world and the good we are doing.
Be sure your contact information is up to date on the District Club Runner. Your club secretary should be
able to help you with this.
Look at “Upcoming District Events” on the District home page (scroll past the latest news…). There you
will find opportunities for training and engaging with other clubs and the district
Engage with your District and share the information with others. Remember communications are a twoway street!
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI). Rotary will be stronger, and can serve the world better, when our clubs are
more diverse, equal, and inclusive. A diverse, equitable, and inclusive club has more insight into community
needs, more skills & experiences to execute projects, more hands for the work, and more friends! There are many
aspects of DEI, aside from race and gender, which we need to pay attention to: age, education, experience, economic situation, etc. Attention to any of these will make for a stronger club. Reflect on your own unconscious
biases and how they, and those of your fellow club members, may negatively impact your club. They are subtle
and pervasive.
Most significant is Rotary’s newest Area of Focus, ‘Supporting the Environment’, which I believe should be
renamed ‘Supporting OUR Environment’. This planet really is our only home, our life support system. The soil,
air, and water are all we have. Each of the other 7 Areas of Focus is being negatively impacted by climate change.
Everything we as Rotarians do ties to our environment. It is imperative that Rotary engage in mitigating the coming storm.
Each club and their president have been asked to take some environmentally related actions this year. Actions
such as service projects, programs, community education, whatever you come up with will all help. Then, each
club should have a submission of some type at our District Conference in April so others can be inspired and educated. There will also be Zoom sessions during the year to talk about what RI is doing, what other clubs and Districts are doing, and what individuals Rotarians can do to help limit the damage.
It is my expectation that Rotarians know what actions need to be taken and have the ability to do so. Those of us
engaged at the district level are here to guide, coordinate, and to cheerlead, not to direct or dictate. Rotarians are
People of Action, who do not sit and wait for someone to tell them what to do next.
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So, 2021-2022 promises to be better, but different, with many opportunities to grow and strengthen our
clubs. Many District events, such as training will remain virtual. Many clubs are adopting hybrid formats allowing more flexibility. This flexibility will help to engage current members, recruit new members, and provide opportunities to hear speakers from all over the world.
I believe most in Rotary know we will be not going back to “normal” so please join me as we move forward and
work to “Serve to Change Lives”.
Regards, DG Evan
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Worldwide News
Rotary International Convention
The Rotary International Convention will be June 4-8, 2022, in Houston, Texas. I am serving as the resource person for District 7170. If you decide to attend and need any information, please e-mail me: pkriebel@stny.rr.com
There is a lot of information on rotary.org
- Pat Kriebel

~*~

Response Statement on 2022 Rotary Convention in Houston
(See letter from RI President Shekhar Mehta at the end of this newsletter regarding Rotary’s reasons for holding the 2022
International Convention in Houston in June.)
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

District News
Membership Minute Tip
As our clubs are getting back into the swing of things and starting to meet in person, let's think about inviting potential new members to our clubs. Some good groups to think about are newly retired people and Rotary Alumni.
Think about inviting the parents of RYLA students and YE parents and host families. Even with the hold on these
programs, you should still have the contact information.
We need to work together to have more members available to serve our communities.
Yours in Rotary,
Pat Kriebel, PDG and District Membership Co-Chair
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DEI’s “Did You Know…?”
Welcome to D7170’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion “Did You Know…?”
section. We envision these monthly “Did You Know?” facts and resources
will help facilitate conversations and understanding among all Rotarians in
our district. Visit https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/diversity-equityand-inclusion for more about Rotary’s commitment to diversity, equity,
and inclusion.
Did you know….There are nine types of Unconscious Bias? To learn more, go to: learn.rotary.org. Log into your
Rotary.org account or if you don’t have one, create a username and password. Go to Course Catalogs, Professional Development and go to the very bottom and there you will find “Uncovering Unconscious Bias”. You can
read about the different types and have an opportunity to take a quiz.
Did you know…Our District Governor, Evan Kurtz, is hoping each club will identify one or two people to join
the conversation at the district D.E.I. monthly Zoom meetings.
- Jo-Ellen Hedlund
~*~

New Custom License Plate for NYS Rotarians!
A new custom Rotary license plate will soon be available for New York State Rotarians!
The new custom plate will feature the Rotary logo and our motto, "Service Above Self."
The new plate will take the place of Rotary's current custom plate in New York, which
uses the old logo and has no motto.
(See flyer at the end of this newsletter for more information.)
~*~

Community and International Grants Update
The District Grants Committee has made several changes to the grant application procedure.
First, the application deadline for the 2022-2023 Rotary Year is May 1, 2022. The Committee will meet in early
June to review the applications and send the District grant request to The Rotary Foundation by mid-June. The
intent is to receive approval from TRF earlier in the year so that clubs can begin their projects sooner; especially
those that are planned for the summer.
Second, the scoring rubric will be modified to include not only financial donations from the club – to TRF and
toward the project – but also any in-kind contributions, such as hands-on labor, securing materials and/or equipment, etc.
Third, the 2022 Grants Seminar is scheduled for 10:00 am Saturday February 5, 2022, via Zoom. We hope
every club will send several members to the seminar with ideas and questions for the projects they are planning.
Now is the time to be thinking about a project your club wants to undertake – do not wait until the February seminar. The May 1 deadline will come quickly.
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As always, contact Cindy Burger, District Grants Committee Chair, with questions. csburger@frontiernet.net;
(607) 692-3442.
- Cindy Burger

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Club News
.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:.

Welcome, New Club Members!
Club
Binghamton
Cooperstown
Deposit
Endicott
Johnson City
Nimmonsburg

New Member
Brian Nayor
William Hayes
Pete Picciano
Michael Tanzini
Christine Forster
Rebecca Jo Andreula

Sponsor
Lana Rouff
Tom Lieber
returning member
Darlene Leonard
Club
Barbara Gallo

.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:.

Bainbridge Rotary
PANCAKE DAY - TAKE OUT ONLY  Tuesday, November 2, 2021, 7:00 am – 6:00 pm
Back of Bob’s Diner - Ice Cream Window
$8.00 per person | $6.00 Seniors / Students | Under 5 – Free
*COVID-19 Protocols Required*
(See flyer at the end of this newsletter for more information.)

Cortland (Breakfast) Rotary

~*~

Cortland Breakfast Club Braves the Mighty Tioughnioga River!
For more than a decade the Cortland Breakfast Rotary Club has helped keep our waterways
clean by partnering with the Cortland County Soil & Water Conservation District’s annual
River Clean Up. Over those years the club has prevented more than 25 pick up trucks of
trash from floating down the Tioughnioga River and into the Susquehanna.
This year the Breakfast Club was joined by District Governor Evan Kurtz, the Cortland Rotary Club, and nearly 20 Rotary Interact Students from Seven Valley Tech Academy. This
year’s haul included several shopping carts, a snowboard, dozens of bags of
trash, and DG Kurtz found a variety of fashionable handbags to wear on the
runway!
For more pictures of this great annual event, you can visit www.cortlandbreakfastrotary.org. To lend a hand, talk with your local Soil & Water district. The
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Broome County Environmental Management Council also holds an event each year, and you can learn more from
Jeff Smith at jkmisth7170@gmail.com.
- Jeremy Boylan
~*~

Cortland (Breakfast) and Cortland Noon Rotary
The last several years, the Cortland Breakfast Rotary and the Cortland Noon
Rotary clubs have held a chicken barbeque at the Homer fire house to benefit
the local Salvation Army and Loaves and Fishes.
On September 18 the two Clubs held the chicken Barbeque at Bob’s Barbeque
on Rte. 281 in Homer. Rotarians sold and delivered 325 chickens, and collected
canned goods for the Salvation Army.
From the Cortland Breakfast Rotary were Don Richards, Jim Dempsey, Dianne Higgins, Jim Hopkins, and Greg
Richards. From the Cortland Noon Rotary were Dave Jones, Doug Larison, Jim Place, Mark Martin, Sheila Abbey, Kim Allen, Robert Sikora, Gina Sikora, and Forrest Earl.
- Conrad Janke
~*~

Ithaca Rotary
2021 Pancakes-to-Go Event
Election Day, Tuesday, November 2nd
11:00 am – 1:00 pm & 3:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Coltivare, 235 South Cayuga Street, Ithaca
Cost is $6 per meal
Tickets may be purchased at the door or from Ithaca Rotarians
Ithaca Rotary’s annual Election Day tradition will again be a take-out only event this year. Each meal-to-go prepared and packaged by the staff at Coltivare will consist of pancakes, sausage, hash browns, and applesauce for
$6.
“Despite the challenges posed by the pandemic, Ithaca Rotarians remain committed to continuing this Election
Day tradition, even if in a slightly different way than we are accustomed,” said event co-chair Geoff Dunn.
For more information on the Rotary Club of Ithaca, visit www.ithacarotary.com.
~*~

Johnson City Rotary
On Saturday, October 16th, the Johnson City Rotary Club participated in a countywide riverbank cleanup event hosted by the Broome County Environment Management Council. Our group collected trash from Boland Park in Johnson City.
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- Sue Paredez

~*~

Oneonta Rotary
On Saturday, October 23, you could find Rotarians in not one, but two outdoor venues working to improve the
environment and community life.
First, Oneonta Rotarians completed their third monthly Centennial Celebration Project – planting daffodil bulbs in Oneonta’s Huntington Park located by Huntington
Library. Rotarians joined library board members and others in the community to
plant 600 bulbs on the park hillside. In keeping with the 100-year theme, Oneonta
Rotary donated 100 of the bulbs. The project is part of a larger renovation of the
entire park. We are looking forward to a blaze of yellow in the spring. Special
thanks to the volunteers and to the project chair, Sarah Patterson.
Second, Oneonta Rotarians, led by Scott Davis, joined together for the
bi-yearly Adopt-A-Highway roadside cleanup of County Route 48.
Teams of two and three picked up debris and garbage along a 1.5 mile
stretch of road. Thank you to Scott for organizing the event and thank
you to Kathy Davis for the beverages and cider donuts – a perfect ending to a beautiful morning. Oneonta Rotary will be back on the highway next spring.
Currently, our yearly Operation Warm project is underway and 189 new winter coats will soon be distributed to
area elementary school children. Our 4th monthly Centennial Celebration Project, collecting personal-care products for the Laurens Central School District Hygiene Closet, is also underway. Finally, to close out a busy month,
Oneonta Rotary is organizing the Oneonta Halloween Parade. What a month!
- Lynne Sessions
~*~

Whitney Point Rotary
Rotary Club of Whitney Point is planning on holding the annual Lobster Fest on November 6th from 5-7pm. We
will be selling a maximum of 250 "in-house seating" tickets and will also accommodate up to a maximum of
100"take-out-only" tickets.
Tickets have just become available, and we anticipate they will sell very quickly.
We will be following appropriate Covid-19 guidelines, and we will be posting more information at a later time
regarding the rules for seated attendance and for pick-up.
You may contact one of our members directly to purchase tickets, or you may alternatively contact president@wprotary.org to order tickets.
- Eric Birdsall
(See flyer at the end of this newsletter for more information.)
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The Last Page . . . for reference
Chat with the 7170 DG Track
On the 5th of every month—this month, Friday, November 5th—at 7:00 PM we have
our District's 'Chat with the 7170 DG Track'. This is an opportunity for any Rotarian in
7170 to ask questions and talk with members of our District leadership. Details are on
the District homepage, just scroll down to 'Upcoming Events'
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82651401728?pwd=aFVqakIxcmFIQ2VRWGRhNkU4dHFKUT09
Meeting ID: 826 5140 1728
Passcode: 646571

Getting club events on our District Calendar is easy!
If your club uses ClubRunner: While creating the event post for your club’s calendar, look toward the
bottom of the page and you will see a radio button labeled ’Show Event in District Calendar?’. Select
‘Yes’ to make your event visible on the District calendar! If your club does not use ClubRunner: Send
an email with all the pertinent information to 7170Calendar@gmail.com. Include title, date, times, location, costs, event description, and a point of contact. If a point of contact is not provided, the default will
be the club president. It may be several days before this gets seen and posted, so please allow time.

And remember Social Media!
Do you have a collection of photos to share too massive for this publication? Send an email to Wendy Deis at
wendygirl201@gmail.com to get them posted to the D717O Facebook page! Send a heads up to 7170newsletter@gmail.com and I’ll cross-reference it in the newsletter and include the link!

Submission and publication schedule
Soft Deadline – Send content to
7170newsletter@gmail.com by
the 15th of the month if possible.
Monday, November 15
Wednesday, December 15
Saturday, January 15

Hard deadline – By noon on
the 3rd to last day of the month
to allow time for final editing.
Sunday, November 28
Wednesday, December 29
Saturday, January 29

Publication!
Wednesday, December 1, 2021
Saturday, January 1, 2022
Tuesday, February 1, 2022

Published newsletters can be found on the D7170 website on this path after being posted online:
https://rotarydistrict7170.org/  District 7170   District Newsletters 

Are you a writer?
Do you like expressing yourself with the written word?
Did you attend or participate in a club or district event,
face-to-face or virtually? TELL US ALL ABOUT IT!
Write up a report about it and send it to: 7170newsletter@gmail.com!
Here’s what to include for a good story: Who is involved/invited? What is the event/activity? When did
it (will it) happen? Where did/will the event/activity
take place? Why did it (will it) happen? How did it happen? Other details…Other people to contact…Remember to include your name and your club in the subject
line! And attach photos if you got ‘em! �
District Governor: Evan Kurtz
Dryden Rotary
Mobile: 607-423-2693
emkurtz56@gmail.com
Log into ClubRunner for more info.
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July
August
September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April
May
June

NEW ROTARY INTERNATIONAL THEME
Transition Month
Membership & Extension
Basic Education and Literacy
Economic and Community Development
The Rotary Foundation
Disease Prevention and Treatment
Vocational Service
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution
Water and Sanitation
Maternal and Child Health
Youth Service
Rotary Fellowships
Editor: Christine (Chris) Haase
Ithaca Sunrise Rotary
P.O. Box 6565
Ithaca NY 14851 | USA
7170newsletter@gmail.com

8

Supplement: Flyers, Registration Forms, Reports, etc.
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Bainbridge Rotary

PANCAKE DAY
TAKE OUT ONLY
*COVID-19 Protocols Required*

Tuesday, November 2, 2021
7 am – 6 pm
Election Day
Back of Bob’s Diner
Ice Cream Window
$8.00 per person
$6.00 Seniors / Students
Under 5 - Free
MENU: Pancakes with Barkman Family Farm Real Maple
Syrup, as well as Sausages and Applesauce.
Coffee and Tea available.

For Delivery within the Village of Bainbridge
call 607-442-6016 on November 2nd, only.
RAFFLE GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE AT BOB’S ICE CREAM WINDOW
Rotary District 7170 Newsletter | November 2021

10

New Custom License Plate for New York State Rotarians!
A new custom Rotary license plate will soon be available for New York State Rotarians!
The new custom plate will feature the Rotary logo and our motto, "Service Above Self."
District 7120 Governor Janet Tenreiro along with District 7040 Area Governor Michael Griffin
are taking point on this project, which has the support of all nine district governors in New York
State.
The new plate will take the place of Rotary's current custom plate in New York, which uses the
old logo and has no motto.
In order for New York State to move ahead on printing the new plates, we need to get at
least 200 New York State Rotarians to express interest in ordering the new custom license plate.
If you are interested in ordering a plate, please fill out the short form online at
https://forms.gle/sQAhXsejZBanX25K8 or mail the printed form to PO Box 912, Potsdam,
NY 13676.
After we get our 200 Rotarians signed up, we'll let those interested know, share the list with
New York State and the project will move ahead!
Personalized custom plates (you pick the characters, i.e., "RTRY"), and custom plates that include the Universal Symbol of Access (formerly "handicapped" plates), for individuals who qualify, will also be available.
An initial fee and an additional annual renewal fee, in addition to your vehicle registration renewal fee, will be billed for the plates every two years when you renew your registration.
We hope that you consider supporting this exciting project, which will spread our Rotary message around the state and country!
If you have any questions, please email us at ny-rotary-plate@potsdamrotary.org. Thank you!
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Shekhar Mehta

President, 2021-22 Rotary International

C +1-224-307-9439
T +1-847-866-3235
F +1-847-328-4101
shekhar.mehta@rotary.org

01 October, 2021
Response Statement on 2022 Rotary Convention in Houston
Rotary has built a global presence based on our strong, shared core values. As a non- political
and non-religious organization, we are people of action whose strengths enable us to create
lasting change. And our diversity of people, mind and purpose has drawn thought leaders and
changemakers to us to forge partnerships and opportunities few other organizations enjoy. Rotary values help build trust and stability across the world, and our presence builds hope wherever we meet and serve.
Rotary International’s annual convention is an essential part of our culture and success. Selection of a site for hosting a convention does not endorse the policies of the local government or
the political environment in which the convention is held. Our convention allows us to bring together our diverse perspective to exchange ideas that allow us to take action towards fostering
more peaceful communities. Thousands of Rotary members from the Houston area have spent
years preparing for this international celebration. These dedicated Rotarian are looking forward
to both hosting fellow members from around the globe and demonstrating to the local community how Rotary brings people together to share ideas and take action to address pressing needs
at home and throughout the world.
Rotary is aware that some people have questioned if Rotary should hold our convention in
Houston. We believe that based on our values and the purpose of our convention we can do
more to address challenges and concerns by holding our convention, than we can by attempting to make a statement regarding local issues. We encourage continuing dialogue within our
community of Rotary members and believe it is in the best tradition of our organization.
Openly discussing the ethical considerations of everything we do holds us accountable to our
values; it is fundamental to being a member of Rotary. It is for these reasons, and assuming
that the impact of COVID-19 is reduced, and it is safe to do so, we intend to hold our Convention in Houston in June.
Kindest regards,

Shekhar Mehta
President, Rotary International 2021-22
ONE ROTARY CENTER 1560 SHERMAN AVENUE EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201 -3698 USA • T +1-847-866-3000 F +1-847-328-4101 • WWW.ROTARY.ORG

Rotary District 7170 Newsletter | November 2021

12

