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Membership & Extension

Governor’s Message
I have one month under my belt as your District Governor and what a month it has been.
August is Membership Month, and the Empire Membership Team has put together a video on
the five pillars of a vibrant and growing club. We’re talking about strengthening club leadership. They interviewed some experienced Rotarians to get their best tips for strengthening
leaders in our clubs and we hope you find it helpful. Check out the video below for four and a
half minutes of inspiration! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EhAiJFhKQq4
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I have started club visits,
and this is one of the most
rewarding opportunities I
have experienced. It has
been such a pleasure meeting “new to me” Rotarians
and learning what makes
your clubs special. When I get the chance to visit everyone, I know this will make me a better person and
better able to represent you in the future.
This month has also been a special
one in my life: I became a grandpa
for the first time. Lilianna Marie
joined our family on July 6th, and
she is perfect in every way. We are
very proud of her. This will add to
our trips to Albany, but she is worth it.
Block your calendars for October 8th
as this will be one of many district
events to celebrate our members. We
are going to take time to celebrate all
the Youth Programs in our District. We have invited
all Youth Exchange Inbound students, recent RYLA
students and Interact / Jr. Rotarians to join us at the
Cortland CC to share their experiences with Rotary.
We all talk about how important the youth are to us.

Let us take some time out of our busy lives and come and support this event. These young adults are very
proud of what they do, and we need to support them in this simple way, by just being there.
October 8, 2022, from 2:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Cortland Country Club
4514 NY-281
Cortland, NY 13045
Chicken Dinner
Let's continue to Rediscover Rotary
Your District Governor
Rocky Martinez
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Worldwide News
The 4-Way Test – Herb on the Curb
The Four-Way Test is an ethical guide that Rotarians use in personal and professional decisions. Rotary District 6290 can claim the author as a native son. Herbert
J. Taylor was born in Pickford, Michigan in 1893 and graduated from high school
in Sault Ste Marie, Michigan.
Taylor was a hard-working devout Christian who had a gift for sales and relating
well to people. He wrote The Four-Way Test in 1932 in an effort to revive a failing
company. He passed it by four department heads: a Roman Catholic, a Christian
Scientist, an Orthodox Jew, and a Presbyterian asking them if the test was contrary
to their religious or moral beliefs. All four said it fell right into line with their beliefs, so he built the four questions into the culture of the business. The company
turned around financially and prospered.
The Four-Way Test became popular in schools and businesses around the US and in 1942 Taylor gave Rotary the
right to use it. Since then, the 24 words have been translated into over 100 languages and Rotary clubs around the
world recite it today.
Taylor first became a Rotarian in Paul’s Valley Oklahoma, then moved to Chicago where he transferred membership. He was Rotary International President for 1954-55 during the 50th anniversary.
There is a statue of Herbert Taylor in Sault Ste Marie, Michigan lovingly called “Herb on the Curb.” The club of
the late Betsy Demaray, Past Rotary International Vice President, spearheaded the effort to have the statue
erected.
- Lana Rouff (from a narrative found hidden in a stationery drawer on the back of a packet of stationery purchased at a conference)
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~
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District News
Meet CNY Rotary
Dear Members,
We just returned from a very productive retreat
weekend with district leaders from 7150, 7170
and 7190. During the weekend we shared ideas,
put together our structure and planned how to progress.
The biggest news to come out of this weekend’s
retreat is the name of our new region, which
will be CNY Rotary. Our mission is to create a
new regional Rotary group that will comprise our
three current districts.
Instead of viewing this as a merger, we are embracing this as an opportunity to create something
new in order to provide more resources, maximize
opportunities and increase the impact we can have
in our communities.
For a region this size, we’ll be modeling ourselves
after other large districts from around the world who have created a board of directors. This will give us a strong
leadership team to serve all of you.
Our vision statement is: CNY Rotary unites, educates, and inspires people in our communities to take action and
create lasting change.
While we don’t have all the answers to all of your concerns today,
know that we are creating transition teams to help with every aspect
of running this new region. We intend to keep you updated through
every step of the transition process. We know you have questions
and look forward to engaging in dialogue about this process in the
coming months.

Our vision statement:
CNY Rotary unites,
educates, and inspires
people in our communities
to take action and
create lasting change.

We are creating a web site and have a brand-new social media page.
Please like and follow CNY Rotary on Facebook. We will also be
sharing messages in this newsletter every month as we work towards
our goal of a unified CNY Rotary. Your participation will be vital to our work. Visit www.cnyrotary.org to learn
about volunteer opportunities and see the latest from the steering committee.
We hope you share in our excitement. We look forward to connecting with you online and will see you here in the
newsletter again next month!
Warmest Rotary Wishes,
Rocky, Jerry & Denise
Photo caption: From left to right, Matt Adler, Whitney Pangburn, Rocky Martinez, Lizzy Martin, Bruce
McConnelee, Evan Kurtz, Jerry Seguin, Drew Kessler, Denise DiNoto, Wendy Deis, Dana Jerrard, Cindy Kain
and Melissa Ward-Rathbun.
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~*~

District Community Grants

Let me introduce myself. My name is Catrina Ruling from the Oneonta Club. I am the new district grants committee chair for 2022-2023. I can be reached at 7170districtgrants@gmail.com or 607-353-5995.
Thank you to the 15 clubs that carried out District Grant projects in 2021-2022 and to the 19 clubs who submitted
applications for grants in 2022-2023, of which 12 were approved. The grant was submitted at the end of June to
Rotary International and was approved. Clubs are currently working on their new projects. In the meantime, it is
not too early for clubs to begin thinking about possible projects for the 2023-2024 Rotary year.
-Catrina Ruling
~*~
DEI’s “Did You Know…?”
“Did you know” the World Health Organization has stated “Ageism is widely
acknowledged as the last great social ‘ism’”? We acquire stereotypes regarding
older and elderly people throughout our lifetime.
“Do you know” according to justice.gov, adults 65 and older comprise 14.9% of our
total US population and at least 10% of them experience some sort of abuse in a
given year?
“Do you know” in a survey conducted of older adults by AARP, 91% stated they had seen or experienced age
discrimination?
“Did you know” the Supreme Court ruled in 2009 that older workers needed to prove that age inﬂuenced an employers’ decision to ﬁre or discipline them?
- Jo-Ellen Hedlund
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Club News
.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:.

Welcome, New Club Members!
Club
Cortland Breakfast

New Member
Terry Cahill

Sponsor
Eden Harrington-Hall

.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:.

Bainbridge Rotary
The Bainbridge Rotary Club is preparing for their Rotary Golf Tournament on Thursday, August 18th. If interested in participating in this tournament, played at the Afton Golf Club, please find the registration flyer later in
this newsletter. This is a fund-raising event for the Bainbridge Rotary Club to support our Student Exchange
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program and service projects. Entry donation includes Continental Breakfast, 18 Holes of Golf, Dinner & Beverages, and Dave’s desserts. Cash Prizes for Top Three Teams: 1st - $200, 2nd - $100 and 3rd - $60; Closest to the
Pin, Longest Drive, Skins Game and Free Membership at Afton GC for a Hole in One!
The Bainbridge Rotary Club will be welcoming two exchange students this fall, a young woman from Thailand
and a young man from Czechia. The club is very excited to once again be hosting students after a two-year hiatus
due to the covid pandemic.
On May 7th, we held the Bike-a-thon at the General Clinton Park. This one-day event educates participants
about the importance of bicycle safety, helmet safety and proper fit. Bicycles and helmets are inspected before
children participate and we provide a helmet for children that need one and replace damaged helmets. The children raise funds for a different community project each year. This year funds will help pay for a commercial refrigerator for the Bainbridge Community Center. Funds from a Rotary Foundation District grant, as well as funds
from the local Rotary Club, will make up the difference in the cost.
- Violet Wade
(See golf registration form at the end of this newsletter.)
~*~

Binghamton Rotary
MEMORANDUM (sent on Monday, July 18,2022)
Past President Kelly and Binghamton Rotarians,
Congratulations on achieving ShelterBox HERO recognition for Rotary Year 2021-2022.
Your support is very much appreciated. Attached you will find a pdf of your certificate for printing and a .png
digital award to use on your club website and share on your social media outlets. At the end of the Rotary Year
your club will be listed on our HERO page www.shelterboxusa.org/hero. Gifts from clubs and individuals identifying as club members count toward ShelterBox HERO recognition. A Bronze HERO recognition level is
achieved at $1,000, Silver at $3,000 and Gold at $5,000 of total giving within the Rotary year.
ShelterBox has provided aid to over 2.2 million people since 2000, we could not have reached them without clubs
like yours.
Follow this link for the latest news about ShelterBox disaster relief deployments (shelterboxusa.org)
Interested in volunteering with ShelterBox? Learn more about our opportunities here https://www.shelterboxusa.org/volunteer
Thank you for being a ShelterBox HERO!
Bill
Cc: PDG Evan DG Rocky, DGE Cindy
ShelterBox USA
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Bill Tobin
Rotary Relations Manager
m: 916.616.6973
w: www.shelterboxusa.org
Member, Rotary Club of El Dorado Hills, CA, D5180
(Please see the recognition certificate at the end of this newsletter.)
~*~

Delhi Rotary
The Delhi NY Rotary Club has been busy this summer. We started the season in May by participating in the
American Heritage Trees program, planting a Robert Frost birch tree in Bridgeside Park in Delhi. With regular
watering and a wire fence protecting it from beavers, the tree is thriving.
On June 1, we launched our Rotary Summer Reading Challenge for the third year in a row. We conceived the
program during the lockdown in 2020 as a way to keep kids busy during the summer. The program is open to kids
between 4-17 in Delaware County, and each participant gets a brand new, free book delivered to their doorstep.
Readers choose their own challenge and when they complete it, they get a certificate for a free ice cream cone.
Our program has expanded since 2020. Franklin Rotary Club partnered with us to help reach kids in Franklin.
Working with county libraries, we are on track to engage more than 100 kids this summer. We have also kept up
our doorstep delivery program, which we have learned is greatly appreciated in a rural area, where not everyone
has reliable transportation. We're also in the process of building a Little Free Library to encourage reading all
year long.
On June 13, some of our members and youth volunteers cleaned up our stretch of adopted highway in Delhi. And
every July, our club provides kids' activities every Friday of the month at Delhi's Fair on the Square. This year,
we offered an obstacle course, mini-Frisbee golf, building houses with giant playing cards, and making slime.
These community-oriented activities are beginning to generate new interest in our club. We're looking forward to
increasing our membership and to continue to partner with our neighboring Rotary clubs as we move forward.
- Tracey Hancock

~*~

Franklin Rotary
The Rotary Club of Franklin, NY announces our 75th Anniversary celebration and Old Franklin Day activities. We invite you to join us to celebrate our 75th anniversary of community service in Franklin. The festivities
will take place as part of Old Franklin Day on Saturday, August 27th, from 10 am to 4 pm on Institute Street, off
Main Street/State Highway 357.
- Connie Martin and Michael McSwain
(See 2-page press release at the end of this newsletter for more information.)
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The Rotary Club of Franklin, NY would like to announce our Rotary Youth Exchange student
for the 2022-2023 school year.
After a hiatus of several years, the Franklin Rotary Youth Exchange Program (RYE) is back.
The Franklin Rotary Club has participated in the RYE “study abroad” program almost annually
since 1963. Griffin Leddy, who has just completed his sophomore year at Franklin Central
School, has been selected by Rotary as this year’s outbound RYE student. He will travel to
Silkeborg, Denmark in August to spend a year at a participating local school there and live with
several host families.

Griffin with his parents

- Gary Orton and Connie Martin

(See 2-page press release at the end of this newsletter for more information.)

Griffin with his dog

~*~

Ithaca Rotary
The Rotary Club of Ithaca announces that applications are now being accepted for its Community Grants program, which is intended to promote the quality of life in Tompkins County. Our intention is to fund several
smaller grants in full. Small non-profit organizations are especially encouraged to apply. 2021 grant recipients are
not eligible this year so we may support an increasing variety of worthy agencies.
All grant applications must be for projects within Tompkins County. Applicants must be classified as a nonprofit
charitable organization under section 501(c)3 of the IRS code or have a fiscal sponsor. Maximum grant award is
$1,000. One request per organization, please. We invite proposals for special projects or one-time needs that are
not usually supported by your general funding sources. We do not make grants which will be used as part of a
larger campaign, nor are funds to be re-granted (no scholarship programs). Grants are not usually made for operating budgets, endowments, individuals, or programs needing ongoing support. Funds must be expended by May
1 of the following year, without expectation of further support. Proposals not selected for funding by the Ithaca
Rotary Club will be shared with the Community Foundation for donor-advised funding consideration...
- Kelly Buck
(See the Call for Proposals at the end of this newsletter for all the details.)
~*~
Ithaca Sunrise Rotary
On Saturday, July 16th, three members of the Ithaca Sunrise Rotary club
participated our club’s monthly visit to Oak Hill Manor nursing home on
Hudson Street on South Hill.
There were about ten residents assembled in the common room for our
scheduled word game. Using the letters in the word CONGRATULATIONS, the goal is to come up with as many 3-letter words as possible
during our hour visit.
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The residents really look forward to this. As a matter of fact, they were getting a bit
restless as it took us some extra time to take COVID tests before entering. By the time
we were ready to begin, they were shooting words at us so fast it was hard to keep up.
As the pace began to slow down, we were getting words with letters that were off limits, such as M and, more often, E. It is truly amazing how many words we listed that
do not contain the letter E, which is the most used letter in English.
The dry erase board was originally numbered from 1 to 100 in four columns. However, we listed a total of 160 words! We are going to have to start writing smaller next
time! Haha—what a mess, but it was fun!
-Chris Haase
~*~
Owego Rotary
Owego Rotary Club will be having a Craft Fair in November. We will be seeking vendors soon. In the meantime, mark your calendars!
Owego Rotary Craft Fair
Sunday, November 20, 2022, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Owego Elks Lodge
223 Front St.
Owego, NY 13827
- Carolyn Wright

~*~

Sidney Rotary
Sidney Rotary Club held Pass the Gavel Night on June 30
at the Sidney American Legion, Sidney. Twenty-one Rotarians and fourteen guests attended with a delicious roast beef
dinner by the American Legion. MC was David Reynolds,
Past Rotary Club President and Past District Governor of
#7170.
Several Awards were presented including Paul Harris Fellow
Recognition Award to Spencer and Judy Gridley. The Vocational Excellence Service Award was presented to Fay Parsons. She is presently at the Sidney Central Elementary
School Cafeteria and prior was Manager at Bob’s Diner in
Bainbridge for many years, plus working at other food service
businesses in the area.
Rotarian of the Year for 2021-22 was presented to William
Roche. Because of COVID-19 from 2 years ago the awards
were also presented to Linda Fulghum and Corbin Curley at
this time.
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Larry Halbert presents Vocational David Reynolds presents 50
Excellence Service Award to Fay years of Service to Rotary Club
Parsons
of Sidney to Whit Whitaker

Jim Doig Presents Rotarian of the
Year Plaque to William Roche

David Reynolds present gavel to
incoming Rotary Club President,
Sue Koza
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Major milestone member anniversaries in the Club were presented to Spencer Gridley for 20 years, Anna Ritchey
for 30 years and Whit Whitaker for 50 years. Past Presidential plaques were presented to Larry Halbert for 2020
year and Corbin Curley for 2021 year.
Sue Koza received the Gavel for the new President year, presented by David Reynolds.
- Norman Ritchey

~~

“Big Rig” Day will be held on Saturday, August 6 from 11 am to 2 pm at the Cullman Child Development Center, 90 West Road, Sidney. [There will be] opportunities for parents and kids of all ages to explore a wide variety
of vehicles that will range from the horse, antique cars, trucks of every size and purpose and large construction
cranes and EV. Big Rig Day will look to provide children with hands on learning experiences by giving them the
opportunity to climb into vehicles and talk with the vehicle operators to learn “what that button does”.
Last year Bill Roche, a member of the Rotary Club of Sidney, organized the first summer series and collaborated
with Amy Williams, Director of The Cullman Child Development Center, to start a sustainable plan to provide
high quality entertaining, hands-on educational opportunities for children of the area. Roche and Williams hope
families will take advantage of these free programs and support Rotary and Cullman’s efforts to bring quality fun,
educational opportunities to our community.
For more information check out websites: www.facebook.com/RotaryClubSydney or www.facebook.com/cullmanchilddevelopmentcenter.
- Anna Ritchey

~*~

Trumansburg Rotary
Golfers and Rotarians again enjoyed beautiful weather at the beautiful Trumansburg Golf Course. CSP Management, a real estate management and development firm in Ithaca founded by Jerry Dietz, who fielded three teams
and sponsored the lunch. Nineteen teams competed following captain & crew playing best ball rules. The IC
Bombers team (Chad Grove, Bill Signor, Ben Crawford, Lyman Flahive) won with a score of 58 followed by
CSP’s* #1 team with a score of 63. The Rule #1 team came in third place.
Other contest winners:
Men’s longest drive - Julian Munoz
Women’s longest drive- Kathy Blousky
Men’s closest to pin - Rordan Hart
Women’s closest to pin - Gina Miller
“Skins” won by Solitary and IC Bombers and CSP’s #3 team

Canandaigua Rotary team.

Ithaca Rotary (aka Dunn’s
Duffers)

Past DG Doug
showing how it is
done!

Cortland Rotary

Registration committee resting
after flurry of activity: Pat Jung,
Cindy Kain, Mary Bouchard &
Peggy Haine

Trumansburg Rotary would like to thank the Trumansburg Golf Course for their support, our sponsors and all
those who had fun golfing with us - see you next year!
- Frank Zgola
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The Last Page . . . for reference
Chat with the 7170 DG Track
On the 5th of every month—this month, Friday, August 5th—at 7:00 PM we have our District's 'Chat with the 7170 DG Track'. This is an opportunity for any Rotarian in 7170 to ask
questions and talk with members of our District leadership. Details are on the District homepage, just scroll down to 'Upcoming Events'
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86998239181?pwd=UGFLRk-

dEbjJNUWJzdkxUOU1DVk9ndz09
Meeting ID: 869 9823 9181
Passcode: 909087

Getting club events on our District Calendar is easy!
If your club uses ClubRunner: While creating the event post for your club’s calendar, look toward the
bottom of the page and you will see a radio button labeled ’Show Event in District Calendar?’. Select
‘Yes’ to make your event visible on the District calendar! If your club does not use ClubRunner: Send
an email with all the pertinent information to 7170Calendar@gmail.com. Include title, date, times, location, costs, event description, and a point of contact. If a point of contact is not provided, the default will
be the club president. It may be several days before this gets seen and posted, so please allow time.

And remember Social Media!
Do you have a collection of photos to share too massive for this publication? Send an email to Wendy Deis at wendygirl201@gmail.com to get them posted to the D717O Facebook page! Copy 7170newsletter@gmail.com on the
message and I’ll cross-reference it in the newsletter and include the link!

Submission and publication schedule – Mark your calendars!
Soft Deadline – Send content to Hard deadline – By noon on
7170newsletter@gmail.com by
the 15th of the month if possible.

Monday, August 15
Thursday, September 15
Saturday, October 15

the 3rd to last day of the month to
allow time for final editing.

Monday, August 29
Wednesday, September 28
Saturday, October 29

Publication!
Thursday, September 1, 2022
Saturday, October 1, 2022
Tuesday, November 1, 2022

Published newsletters can be found on the D7170 website on this path after being posted online:
https://rotarydistrict7170.org/  District 7170   District Newsletters 

Are you a writer?
Do you like expressing yourself with the written word?
Did you attend or participate in a club or district event,
face-to-face or virtually? TELL US ALL ABOUT IT!
Write up a report about it and send it to: 7170newsletter@gmail.com!
Here’s what to include for a good story: Who is involved/invited? What is the event/activity? When
did/will it happen? Where did/will the event/activity
take place? Why did/will it happen? How did it happen? Other details? Other people to contact?
Remember to include your name and your club in the
subject line! And attach photos if you got ‘em! �
District Governor: Rocky Martinez
Johnson City Rotary
rockymartinez7170@yahoo.com
Log into ClubRunner for more info.
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MONTH
July
August
September
October
November
December
January

NEW ROTARY INTERNATIONAL THEME
Transition Month
Membership & Extension
Basic Education and Literacy
Economic and Community Development
The Rotary Foundation
Disease Prevention and Treatment
Vocational Service

February

Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution

March
April
May
June

Water and Sanitation
Maternal and Child Health
Youth Service
Rotary Fellowships
Editor: Christine (Chris) Haase
Ithaca Sunrise Rotary
P.O. Box 6565
Ithaca NY 14851 | USA
7170newsletter@gmail.com
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Supplement: Flyers, Registration Forms, Reports, etc.

Community Grants Program
2022 CALL FOR PROPOSALS

The Rotary Club of Ithaca announces that applications are now being accepted for its
Community Grants program, which is intended to promote the quality of life in Tompkins County. Our intention is to fund several smaller grants in full. Small non-profit organizations are especially encouraged to
apply. 2021 grant recipients are not eligible this year so we may support an increasing variety of worthy
agencies.
All grant applications must be for projects within Tompkins County. Applicants must be classified as a
nonprofit charitable organization under section 501(c)3 of the IRS code or have a fiscal sponsor. Maximum
grant award is $1,000. One request per organization, please. We invite proposals for special projects or
one-time needs that are not usually supported by your general funding sources. We do not make grants
which will be used as part of a larger campaign, nor are funds to be re-granted (no scholarship programs).
Grants are not usually made for operating budgets, endowments, individuals, or programs needing ongoing
support. Funds must be expended by May 1 of the following year, without expectation of further support.
Proposals not selected for funding by the Ithaca Rotary Club will be shared with the Community Foundation for donor-advised funding consideration.
Proposals are limited to three pages. Please submit one copy on the organization’s letterhead by Friday,
August 5, 2022. Do not include annual reports, newsletters, etc. All materials must be easily scannable for
committee review and received in one file. Include the following information in this order:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Legal name of the organization
Federal Employer Identification Number (EIN)
Name, address, email, and telephone number of the grant contact person
Brief description of the organization’s mission
Dollar amount requested
One sentence description of the grant need/request
Concise needs statement describing the project and its significance to the community
Simple project budget
Names of the governing body/board and officers (may be extra page attachment)

Deadline for submission is 11:59om on August 5, 2022. Requests received after that date will not be considered. Awardees will be invited to a check presentation at a Rotary lunch award ceremony in October
(date TBA). A one-page final report is required upon completion of the project but no later than May 1,
2023.
Please submit your application by midnight on August 5 to:
E-mail (preferred): Kelly Buck, Community Grants co-chair kdbskier@gmail.com
OR (not both)
US Mail:
Bob Gravani, Community Grants co-chair Ithaca Rotary
Club
PO Box 306, Ithaca, NY 14851
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Franklin, NY Rotary Club Contacts:
Gary Orton, 607-287-8827, gary.orton77@gmail.com
Connie Martin, 201-414-1684, candjmartin@fastmail.com
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
FRANKLIN, NEW YORK ROTARY YOUTH
EXCHANGE “STUDY ABROAD” PROGRAM
RETURNS
Outbound Franklin Central School Student Leaves for Denmark in August
Tuesday, July 26, 2022 – Franklin, New York – After a hiatus of several years, the Franklin
Rotary Youth Exchange Program (RYE) is back. The Franklin Rotary Club has participated in
the RYE “study abroad” program almost annually since 1963.
Griffin Leddy, who has just completed his sophomore year at Franklin Central School, has
been selected by Rotary as this year’s outbound RYE student. He will travel to Silkeborg,
Denmark in August to spend a year at a participating local school there and live with
several host families.
Gary Orton, Franklin Rotary Club treasurer and chair of the Franklin RYE Program, said,
“We are delighted to have RYE back and are looking forward to a fulfilling and exciting
year for outbound student Griffin and his host families”. Gary noted that normally, an
inbound student from an exchange school in the host country would concurrently attend
Franklin Central School during the upcoming year and live with local host families, but it
was not possible to arrange that this year. Gary added, “We hope to have both inbound
and outbound students in RYE in the future. RYE can offer a life-changing opportunity for
personal growth to students ages 15 to 18 who apply and are selected. Participating
students have the chance to become immersed in a different culture, learn a new
language, meet people they would not otherwise meet and develop lifelong friendships.”
Griffin Leddy, 2022 outbound RYE student, said, “I’m honored to be part of the program
and excited to be spending a full year in Denmark. I’m looking forward to meeting new
friends and learning more about the language and culture.” Griffin, who has some Danish
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heritage, may also have the opportunity to see relatives living in Denmark during the
coming school year.
Youth exchanges between Rotary clubs began in Europe in 1929. The first United States
exchanges began in 1939 as short-term programs between California clubs and clubs in
Latin American countries. Youth exchange programs expanded to the East Coast in 1958
and instituted the full-school-year long exchange format. The first multi-district program
was formed in 1962 with several East Coast Rotary districts. Franklin Rotary Club joined
that expansion in 1963, sending its first outbound student to Switzerland. RYE became an
official Rotary International program in 1972, with the vision to create a more
interconnected and understanding world. Prior to the pandemic disruption, RYE had
grown to include over 80 countries and 9,000 students annually.
Gary Orton said, “RYE promotes leadership skills development and a world perspective.
Participation as an outbound student or hosting an inbound student is an enriching and
unforgettable experience and is also a positive addition to future college or job
applications”. Gary added, “We ask parents to encourage their children to explore this
opportunity. Another rewarding experience is to become a host family for an inbound
student, where the student effectively becomes part of the family during the stay”.
Potential outbound students ages 15 to 18 can apply through the Rotary website or by
contacting a Rotary member. Rotary seeks several host families for an inbound student
during a school year, with each family making a commitment to host the inbound student
for three to four months with responsibility for room and board, overseeing schoolwork
and helping with cultural adjustment. Families do not need to be affiliated with Rotary to
host Rotary exchange students, and can be families with young children, older children,
empty nesters or retired couples. Host families are approved in advance by the exchange
program. Another way to get involved in RYE is to make a donation to the Franklin Rotary
Club with “Youth Exchange” written on the check memo line, or to participate in RYE
fundraising activities.
For additional information on the Rotary Youth Exchange Program, contact Gary Orton,
RYE Chair, at 607-287-8827, visit https://rotarydistrict7170.org, contact the Club at
franklinrotary7170@gmail.com, or visit us on Facebook at Franklin NY Rotary Club. Visit
the Rotary 75th Anniversary tent on Old Franklin Day on August 27th to see an exhibit on
the RYE Program and to speak with Rotary members. You are invited to visit Rotary as our
guest at our meetings on the first and third Wednesday nights of each month at 6:15 pm, at
the Franklin United Methodist Church at Main and Water Streets in Franklin. ###
2 of 2

Rotary District 7170 Newsletter | August 2022

18

Cruise to Bermuda, September 1-6, 2022
Celebrating Life Below Water
This event is open to everyone – Rotarians and non-Rotarians – interested in
having fun and learning more about Life Below Water.

Just announced - speakers during our special cruise to Bermuda!

Lis Mullin Bernhardt - Programme Officer, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Currently working with the Rotary Adopt-a-River in East Africa. After the ambitious and holistic 2030
Agenda was put into place, Lis shifted her efforts to add coherence and “wo”manpower to the implementation side, in particular SDG 6 for water and sanitation. In the four years since she joined UNEP,
Lis has been hard at work linking freshwater topics across the house, including to issues such as coasts,
oceans, security, forests, and other SDGs. This includes the creation of UNEP’s Freshwater Strategy
2017-2021, firmly focused on UNEP’s water-related mandated in the SDGs, taking a lead role in the
2018 World Water Day campaign on Nature-based Solutions for Water, acting as lead author for the
2018 World Water Development Report and SDG 6 Synthesis Report for the High-level Political Forum
on Sustainable Development (HLPF), and leading on water-related issues at UNEA 3 and UNEA 4.
You can read her complete biography at this link.
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