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Governor’s Message
Dear fellow Rotarians,
Three items of note:
District conference
Our upcoming (4 weeks from today) District Conference is about more than seeing
old friends and making new ones. It is an important opportunity to
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Conference details are in this newsletter and on the District home
page: rotarydistrict7170.org
Redistricting Proposal Vote
The result of our District club vote on the 3:1 redistricting proposal
was a resounding ‘yes’. More details and an update will appear in the
May newsletter.
Refugees
The war in Ukraine and the ensuing refugee crises has captured the
hearts and minds of people around the world including Rotarians.
While the immediacy of the Ukraine crisis cannot be ignored, we
must be mindful that it, and numerous other refugee situations will
be, have been, going on for years if not decades.
To help with ongoing, long term worldwide refugee issues please
consider engaging with the Rotary Action Group for Refugees,
Forced Displacement, and Migration. This RAG was formally recognized by RI in Nov 2020 with the mission of providing support and
expertise to Rotary clubs around the world. Clubs looking to engage
in projects related to refugees, forced displacement, and migration issues. (For more information go to: ragforrefugees.org)
According to the UN High Commission on Refugees there are over 80
million refugees, people, around the world, some who have spent literally generations in camps. The Ukraine maybe the latest ‘shiny object’, in our hearts and minds today, forgotten by the next news cycle,
but please keep ALL the world’s refugees in our hearts and minds.

Please also consider, as part of our commitment to DEI, that some of the urgency for Ukraine might be that they
are white Christians, being attacked by our country’s longtime nemesis, Russia…
To help with the immediacy of Ukraine, I hope many Rotarians are taking advantage of RI’s Disaster Relief
Fund. All donations made prior to 30 April will be earmarked for Ukraine. Our District will be deciding soon
what financial action we will take.
Yours in Rotary Service,
DG Evan
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Worldwide News
Rotary International Convention
The Rotary International Convention will be June 4-8, 2022, in Houston, Texas. I am serving as the resource
person for District 7170. If you decide to attend and need any information, please e-mail
me: pkriebel@stny.rr.com
There is a lot of information on rotary.org
- Pat Kriebel
~*~
District International Grant Update
Hair Salon Training Center in Nairobi, Kenya
As you know, American Rotarians from New York and Pennsylvania are working with
members of the Embakasi Rotary Club and the Kenyan not-for-profit 1963 Agents for
Change in Nairobi, Kenya to build, furnish, and put to use a hair salon training center to
train area women who have been involved in prostitution or human trafficking in modern
hair styling techniques. The training center is the first component of a series of additional
training centers to be built in the area to train women in other areas of work such as
baking, sewing, and agriculture as funds allow.
The training center building has been completed. Inside, the floors have been tiled, the walls have
been clad, the electrical work has been completed, and the ceiling has been finished. There a toilet and
running water indoors - not common in that neighborhood. Additional windows and decorative metal
security grates have been added to provide ventilation and security.
Some of the decisions have been made by the women to be trained at the center: exterior paint colors, floor tile pattern,
ceiling pattern (flowers), and type of toilet (African/floor). Sometimes with anti-human trafficking projects, the ultimate beneficiaries are not included in the planning and decision-making. It looks like this project is doing that fabulously.
Women/survivors could hardly wait for the building to be finished to start training and to move forward with their lives.
So, before the center was finished, members of 1963 Agents for Change set up a space outside with plastic chairs, and the
training began. When the ceiling was finished on one end of the building, the women came indoors to train in the shade.
Our friends in Kenya are now pricing and ordering furniture, equipment, and consumables for use in the salon, and the
training continues. The project is expected to be completed on time and within the allotted budget. Those of us involved with
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the project would like to raise some additional funds to help with the purchase of additional consumable products to be used
after this year and to perhaps to establish a fund to help with the building and operation of additional training centers in the
area. If you would like to help, please send a check for your donation payable to: the Rotary Club of Longwood Foundation,
indicating Nairobi Salon Project in the memo line. The checks should be mailed to Carol Metzker, 1109 Forsyth Lane, West
Chester, PA 19382, and Carol must receive them by June 12th.

- Marty Winsor, Edmeston Rotary Club
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Zone 32 News
District 7120 Fellowship Dinner
District 7120's Annual Eastern Cities Fellowship Dinner is on Tuesday, April 19th at the Floreano Rochester Riverside Convention Center. This is an opportunity to hear 2021-2022 Rotary International President Shekhar Mehta and meet fellow Rotarians from around the region. For details, see the flyer at the end of the newsletter.
- DG Evan
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

District News
District 7170 Conference

‘Rotary and Our Environment’
7170’s Annual District Conference
April 29, 30, May 01, 2022

Woodcliff Hotel & Spa
Regarding Covid, our expectation is that Rotarians will do the right things: be fully vaccinated, wear masks
when not seated and eating, not crowding tables, and respecting color-coded comfort level stickers.
We will do what is necessary to have our event AND keep everyone safe.
Join your 7170 Rotarian friends at the Woodcliff Hotel & Spa in Fairport, NY. Woodcliff is a privately-owned,
old-school hotel with elegant accommodations. There is a Spa, an Indoor and an outdoor Pool, as well a Health
& Fitness Center for your guest or, if you need a break, for you.
The focus will be “Rotary and Our Environment”. We will be hearing from Luis Aguirre-Torres, Ithaca Director of
Sustainability and Art DeGaetano, Director of NOAA’s Northeast Regional Climate Center, and Kevin Kelley Rotary Foundation Major Gifts Officer. Breakout sessions on topics such as: Reshaping & Redistricting, How to
Move Toward a Zero Carbon Footprint, Tai chi, the Regional Clean Energy Economy, Engaging Business in the
Fight Against Climate Change, Genealogy, Saving the World from Your Home (reducing, reusing, recycling), and
more.
Like true Rotarians, we will also be having fun: golf on Friday afternoon, a 5k walk/run Saturday morning on
trails around the grounds, and Elvis, the king of rock and roll, will be visiting! There will be displays of Rotary
club 21-22 projects from around our District as well as displays explaining and reviewing aspects of Rotary such
as Foundation, DEI, Public Image, Membership, Communication, and others.
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Start making your plans to go! Those who arrive with 3 or more to a vehicle will be entered into a drawing for a
basket of ‘saving our world’ products.
Go to: https://tinyurl.com/32kwcfft for more details and the registration link.
Room reservations are made directly with the hotel
Registration for YEP students and chaperones is separate.
Golf at the D7170 Conference
See the flyer at the end of the newsletter for the details about the “Captain & Crew” 18 holes of golf. You must
register online when you sign up for the District Conference. It’s a 1:00pm shotgun start—rain or shine. For more
information, contact David Traver at 607-327-1001.
~*~
Rotary Shelterbox – Deadline is April 7th – Spring is almost here! 🌻🌻🌼🌼🌷🌷

Fundraising with Flowers to support
International Disaster Relief with Rotary’s Partner,
ShelterBox
How it Works – 50% of order value goes to Rotary, then to ShelterBox
Online orders Easiest!
• Order online only at
https://www.flowerpowerfundraising.com/marketplace/seller/profile/shop/RotaryShelterBox
• Orders are shipped directly to Buyer ($6 shipping fee) in May
• 50% of the order is paid to Rotary automatically
• April 7 Deadline
- Meredith Kohn Bocek

~*~

D7170 Foundation Reception
Enjoy Rotary fellowship in a relaxed atmosphere. Come to connect with friends and make new
ones. Learn how our generous donations are doing good in the world.
When: Wednesday, 11 May 2022, 5 – 7 | Where: Brewery Ommegang, 656 County Hwy 33,
Cooperstown, NY 13326 | Cost: $25
Register by May 4 at https://rotarydistrict7170.org/event/foundation-reception/.
- Zoë O. van der Meulen
(See flyer at the end of this newsletter for more information.)
~*~
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Polio Plus Society
Become a Charter Member of the District 7170 Polio Plus Society. Rotary International continues its commitment to keep its promise to see a world free from the polio virus and preventing
all cases of paralysis caused by polio. Reaching that goal requires the continued dedication of
all Rotarians and the necessary funds to keep up the difficult work. District 7170’s Polio Plus
Committee has set an “aspirational” goal of each club donating an amount equal to or greater
than $50/member to the Polio Plus campaign.
BUT WAIT – We have a great opportunity for you to do good in the world by becoming a charter member of the
DISTRICT 7170 POLIO PLUS SOCIETY. It's easy to become a member. All you need to do is complete the Polio Plus pledge form at the end of this newsletter and send it to David Bensley, our Polio Plus Chair as directed on
the form. As a member of the Society, you pledge to donate a minimum of $100 each year until the world is certified polio-free by the World Health Organization. Rotarians and their friends who join the Society will be honored with a special pin, certificate.
POLIO PLUS SOCIETY – BECOME A MEMBER NOW!
- Dave Bensley
(See pledge form at the end of this newsletter.)
~*~

Susquehanna River Paddle
The Environmental Sustainability Rotary Action Group (ESRAG) of District 7170 is
planning a set of river paddles on the Susquehanna in May 2022. The river provides an
ideal subject for the recently enacted Rotary 7th Area of Focus, Protection of the Environment. The river paddles are divided into four legs to facilitate the abilities of many
paddlers. This event is open to the public as well as to all Rotary clubs in 7170.
The first paddle will be on May 14th and go from the headwaters of the Susquehanna
River in Cooperstown, New York to Milford NY, 14 miles downstream. Kayakers
will take out at Milford, New York and prepare for the next leg on May 15. This leg is
8.5 miles and goes from Milford to Portlandville. Kayak rental is possible at Portlandville (canoeandkayakrentals.com).

The elegant stone footbridge
over the Susquehanna in
Cooperstown frames the start
of the May 14th paddle.

The next weekend, May 21- 22, will move from the beginning of the river to the end of the river in New York
State. The paddle will start at the Apalachin boat launch on May 21st. The May 21st leg will go from Apalachin to
Hickories Park in Owego. The leg from Apalachin to Owego will pass Hiawatha Island, an island with a lot of
history and folklore, which was saved from demolition through the efforts of noted Owego Rotarian John Spencer. On May 22nd we'll paddle from Hickories Park in Owego to Riverside Park in Sayre, Pennsylvania where
we’ll Rotary groups from Waverly NY, Sayre PA and Athens PA. Some Rotary members are interested in
kayaking the distance of the Susquehanna River. There has been recent interest by Rotary Clubs in Pennsylvania
to become part of district 7170’s initiative to highlight the Susquehanna River
-Kevin Millar
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~*~
DEI’s “Did You Know…?”

“Did you know”? that nearly one third of Native Americans are personally
discriminated against because they are Native Americans?
e.g., equal pay, job promotions and police interactions
“Did you know?” that Native Americans have faced centuries of persecution and discrimination, losing
their land and resources, and being forced onto reservations that lacked the soil and natural resources
needed to build and sustain their communities?
“Did you know?” That the indigenous people of the Americas crossed over a land bridge between Asia
and America over 15,000 years ago? With new DNA research, scientists now know the origins and migratory routes.
There are many resources out there... Google the “Plight of native Americans” if you would like more
information to get you started.
- Jo-Ellen Hedlund
Reminder to please join the District 7170 Zoom meeting at 6:30 PM April 6th
for a discussion on D.E.I. with Todd Jenkins, PhD A.K.A. Dr. Bowtie.
Watch for the link in your email!
(See an updated sheet at the end of this newsletter for a bio of Dr. Jenkins)
~*~

Membership Tip

What are Membership Leads?
When someone expresses an interest in Rotary on the RI website, RI forwards the name and contact info
to the appropriate district. The district membership chair will then contact the club or clubs in their area
about their interest in joining Rotary. The club should then contact the individual and invite them to a
meeting.
We have been lucky to gain several members in our district through this process.
- Pat Kriebel
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Club News
.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:.
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Welcome, New Club Members!
Club
Cooperstown
Cooperstown
Endicott
Endicott
Oxford
Oxford

New Member
Dave Bliss
Nancy Goodnough
Karl Bub
Sue Pratt
Patti Pollock
Kelly Stark-Spence

Sponsor
returning member
returning member
Heather Uhlman
Tom Latini and Brian Steele
Rhonda Conant
Terry Stark

.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:.

Edmeston Rotary
Edmeston/Burlington Community Helps Ukrainian Refugees
The Edmeston/Burlington Community has come together to raise awareness of the
plight of displaced Ukrainian Refugees and to raise funds to help provide emergency
assistance for them. Edmeston native Eric Holdorf, the nephew of the current president
of the Edmeston Rotary Club, Jane McGeown, currently lives and works in Geneva,
Switzerland. He is a member of the Rotary Club Gèneve International. Their club has
raised a significant amount of money for refugee relief and continues to do so. The Geneva Club has partnered with the Rotary Club of Faltaceni, Romania, near the Ukrainian Border, to provide direct assistance to Ukrainian refugees as they come across. Eric
and fellow club member Thomas Speghezzi recently drove to Faltaceni to deliver the
funds that their club had collected. They were immediately put to work processing refugees, unloading trucks of donated goods that had arrived, helping with the distribution
of those goods, and filling in as needed to assist other relief workers. The Edmeston
Rotary Club has donated $2,000.00, from its budget for disaster relief and from individual club members’ donations, to
the Geneva club in honor of Eric and the wonderful humanitarian project that his club is carrying out.
The Edmeston Central School Spanish Club hosted a coin drive competition on Wednesday, March 16 to raise funds to
aid the people of Ukraine. Coins were collected and counted by class. The Funds that the Spanish Club collected will
be added to any additional funds collected by the Edmeston Rotary Club and will be sent to the Geneva club for their
use in their ongoing refugee assistance project. (As of March 25th, the students have collected $3,782.39.)
If you would like to donate directly to the Edmeston Rotary Club, they will gratefully accept your donation and pass it
along to the club in Geneva. If you personally, your organization, or your business would like to donate, please send
your check payable to the Edmeston Rotary Club, addressed to the Edmeston Rotary Club, P.O. Box 223, Edmeston,
NY 13335, noting “Ukrainian Relief” in the memo line.
Lastly, residents and staff of Pathfinder Village, assisted by Karen Delker, representing the Edmeston Community
Foundation, recently decorated the Town Gazebo in honor of World Down Syndrome Day, celebrated this year on
March 21st. Coincidentally, the designated colors of the World Down Syndrome Day cause are blue and yellow, the
same colors as the Ukrainian flag. The gazebo and it’s decorating crew are also pictured below. As we drive by the
gazebo, we will be called to reflect on both the terrible suffering of the Ukrainian people and the wonderful strides
made in the education, self-advocacy, and independence of individuals with Down Syndrome.
- Marty Winsor
~*~
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Endicott Rotary
The Dick's Sporting Goods Open will be played at Endicott's En-Joie Golf Course from August
15-21, 2022. Each year, members of the Endicott Rotary Club volunteer hours of their time
at the main concession food tent. Please stop by and say hello! Proceeds from the tournament
benefit a number of Broome County charities.
- Brian Steele
~*~

Franklin Rotary
New Fundraiser
Franklin Rotary Club is now fundraising with Tru Earth. We now have a new way for
our supporters to help us raise funds for Rotary programs such as our Youth Exchange
and Youth Leadership Award!
Tru Earth is an eco-friendly cleaning and home product company that offers items such
as laundry detergents, sponges, straws, and more. Through their fundraising program,
Franklin Rotary now receives 20% of sales made through our fundraising
link: https://fundraising.tru.earth/FranklinRotaryNY.
We chose to fundraise with this company because it fits in with Rotary’s seventh area of focus: the environment.
It’s also an easy way to raise funds with products that we all already use.
Please shop around using the link above and we thank you for your support! If you have questions, please ask!
RYLA Selection
The Rotary Club of Franklin, New York, is proud to announce the selection of Franklin
Central School District student Max Meo as a participant in the 39th Rotary District 7170
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards Conference held at SUNY Oneonta from June 26th to
June 29th, 2022.
Mr. Meo will join 85 other students from south-central New York high schools who will
live, work and study together at the RYLA Conference. Aimed at developing the leadership
potential of young people, the conference will feature speakers, programs and workshops
focused on decision-making, critical thinking, effective communication, time management,
ethics, career development, public service, contemporary problems, and other challenging
issues.
For more information about RYLA visit https://rotarydistrict7170.org/, contact the Franklin Rotary Club at franklinrotary7170@gmail.com, or visit us on Facebook at Franklin NY Rotary Club.
- Amber Gray
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~*~

Ithaca & Ithaca Sunrise Rotary
Spring Highway Cleanup!
Date: Saturday, April 23rd (Rain Date: Friday, May 6th)
Time: 9:00 AM - Noon
Meet: Tops Market, 2300 N. Triphammer Rd, Lansing; look for the people with hard hats and vests!
Provided: Personal safety equipment (vests, hard hats, gloves) and supplies for trash pickup
Volunteers should bring: sturdy shoes, water bottle, mask if desired; volunteers may bring their own large bags
(e.g., dog food, garden soil), in place of the highway bags, if desired
Registration and questions: Mary-Lynn Cummings, mlcummings101@gmail.com, 607-227-5790
Note: There are several roles for volunteers who may not want to be involved in direct trash pickup, such as driving the support vehicle, and monitoring supplies and equipment at the gathering point. Please contact Mary-Lynn
if you are interested in one of these roles.
~*~

Nimmonsburg Rotary
I still have room for a few more requests [for trees]. Arbor Day is Friday, April 29th, and I
hope to have all the historic trees delivered the week prior. I know some clubs are holding
special Arbor Day events.
This is an opportunity for a local Rotary Club to plant historic trees at libraries, schools,
and parks. A piece of American history right there in their hometown! All trees have documentation papers from AmericanHeritageTrees.org and there is no payment until trees are
delivered. This is an expansion of a program Nimmonsburg Rotary started last year here in
Broome County.
- Bob Aagre
(See a letter from Bob at the end of this newsletter for all the details.)
~*~

Norwich Rotary
Several years ago, Norwich Rotary Club welcomed guests from ShelterBox to one
of its meetings. ShelterBox is an international disaster relief charity established in
2000 in the UK, having its origins in a project undertaken by a Rotary club in Cornwall. They provide emergency shelters and other aid items to families around the
world who have lost their homes to disaster or conflict.
At the meeting, ShelterBox staff demonstrated their complete “ShelterBox” product. Despite being packaged within a relatively small plastic box, these contain an emergency shelter structure as
well as essential household items a family needs to stay safe and healthy for up to a month. This made a lasting
impression on club members.
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Norwich Rotary Club has supported ShelterBox on a regular basis for several years now, donating a total of
$5,000. In recognition of this support, we were recently awarded a Bronze Hero Award by ShelterBox.
For more information, please visit https://www.shelterboxusa.org/. Over 100 million people around the world
have been displaced by natural disaster and conflict.
- Chris Smith
~*~

Oneonta Rotary
Oneonta Rotary to Celebrate 100 Years of Service Above Self
On Thursday, May 12, the Oneonta Rotary Club will celebrate 100 years of Service Above
Self with a 1920’s themed Centennial Celebration Dinner at the Quality Inn, Oneonta, NY.
Appetizers will be served at 5:30 p.m. with a buffet dinner to follow at 6:30 p.m. The buffet
dinner will feature popular foods from the 1920’s. Live music will be provided by pianist
Tim Iverson and the cash bar will feature beer, wine, and a signature cocktail. Dress for the
event is festive attire and 1920’s style wear is welcomed. The cost is $40/person to be paid
at the door by cash or check. Reservations are encouraged.
Please email Catrina Ruling at oneontarotarysecretary@gmail.com. The Oneonta Rotary Club was chartered on
March 1st, 1922, and the charter was presented to the club in April of that year. The club has been celebrating
throughout the year by carrying out special monthly service projects.
- Lynne Sessions
~*~

Trumansburg Rotary
Drive-thru Chicken BBQ - The Trumansburg Rotary Club will begin hosting
their drive-thru chicken BBQs every third Saturday of each month, in the Atlas
parking lot. The first BBQ will be April 16th this year, starting at 11:30 a.m. We
usually sell out so come early.
Each meal includes half a Cornell-recipe barbecued chicken, salt potatoes slathered in butter, creamy coleslaw, and Italian bread. All proceeds benefit the many local and international charities
and projects the Rotary Club supports throughout the year. Any questions can be sent to our Trumansburg Rotary
Facebook pages.
Trumansburg Rotary meets every Thursday at 7 p.m. at the Trumansburg American Legion. Please consider joining us if you’re interested in learning more about the club.
- Neil DeRaiche
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Rubber Duck Race. Tburg Rotary’s first rubber duck race last year was just what
the village needed to shake off the effects of the Covid lockdown; it took place outside, it was in the middle of the village, it was fun for the entire family, and it raised
money for a good cause. Plus, a sunny day and enough water in the creek insured
success!
Frontenac Creek flows through the village and more than a thousand numbered little yellow rubber ducks entered the creek at the bridge on Rte 227, then floated a quarter mile to the bridge at the
Rte 96 with the first 3 ducks to arrive winning $250, $150 and $50 for their respective ticket holders. Tickets sold
like proverbial hot cakes at $5 for one or 5 for $20. The community lined up to buy tickets at the table staffed by
Rotarians at the ShurSave Supermarket in town and, after expenses, $3000 was donated to the Tburg Food Pantry.
This year we hope for a repeat performance to help fund the Tburg Fire Company’s purchase of new portable
jaws-of-life to replace their aging, hard to repair, tethered equipment. The race will follow the same course and is
scheduled for May 14 at 1:00pm. Spectators can view the start and the finish from the bridges, and we hope to
again have music at the finish line in the form of Rubber-Ducky-We-Love-You played on a ukulele with a singalong.
Tickets can be had from your favorite Tburg Rotarian or at the ShurSave sales table staffed during most lunch and
dinner times. Make a point of visiting Tburg Saturday May 14 at one o’clock, especially if you can bring a youngster—they and you will have great fun!
- Frank Zgola
(See flyer at the end of this newsletter for more information about the 2022 Rubber Duck Race.)
~*~

Unadilla Rotary
The Daily Star published an article about the Rotary Club of Unadilla.
For Unadilla Rotarians, giving thanks is a piece of cake. On Saturday, March 19, members of the 14-person club
distributed boxes of homemade baked goods to Unadilla businesses, thanking owners for remaining open through
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Here’s a link to the article:
https://www.thedailystar.com/news/local_news/unadilla-rotarians-say-thanks-with-treats/article_6d939b61-21095061-81af-69a4a62b283e.html
It’s a good read!
~*~
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The Last Page . . . for reference
Chat with the 7170 DG Track
On the 5th of every month—this month, Tuesday, April 5th—at 7:00 PM we have our District's 'Chat with the 7170 DG Track'. This is an opportunity for any Rotarian in 7170 to ask
questions and talk with members of our District leadership. Details are on the District homepage, just scroll down to 'Upcoming Events'
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86998239181?pwd=UGFLRk-

dEbjJNUWJzdkxUOU1DVk9ndz09
Meeting ID: 869 9823 9181
Passcode: 909087

Getting club events on our District Calendar is easy!
If your club uses ClubRunner: While creating the event post for your club’s calendar, look toward the
bottom of the page and you will see a radio button labeled ’Show Event in District Calendar?’. Select
‘Yes’ to make your event visible on the District calendar! If your club does not use ClubRunner: Send
an email with all the pertinent information to 7170Calendar@gmail.com. Include title, date, times, location, costs, event description, and a point of contact. If a point of contact is not provided, the default will
be the club president. It may be several days before this gets seen and posted, so please allow time.

And remember Social Media!
Do you have a collection of photos to share too massive for this publication? Send an email to Wendy Deis at
wendygirl201@gmail.com to get them posted to the D717O Facebook page! Copy 7170newsletter@gmail.com on
the message and I’ll cross-reference it in the newsletter and include the link!

Submission and publication schedule – Mark your calendars!
Soft Deadline – Send content to Hard deadline – By noon on
7170newsletter@gmail.com by
the 15th of the month if possible.

Friday, April 15
Sunday, May 15
Wednesday, June 15

the 3rd to last day of the month to
allow time for final editing.

Thursday, April 28
Sunday, May 29
Tuesday, June 28

Publication!
Sunday, May 1, 2022
Wednesday, June 1, 2022
Friday, July 1, 2022

Published newsletters can be found on the D7170 website on this path after being posted online:
https://rotarydistrict7170.org/  District 7170   District Newsletters 

Are you a writer?
Do you like expressing yourself with the written word?
Did you attend or participate in a club or district event,
face-to-face or virtually? TELL US ALL ABOUT IT!
Write up a report about it and send it to: 7170newsletter@gmail.com!
Here’s what to include for a good story: Who is involved/invited? What is the event/activity? When
did/will it happen? Where did/will the event/activity
take place? Why did/will it happen? How did it happen? Other details? Other people to contact?
Remember to include your name and your club in the
subject line! And attach photos if you got ‘em! �
District Governor: Evan Kurtz
Dryden Rotary
Mobile: 607-423-2693
emkurtz56@gmail.com
Log into ClubRunner for more info.
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MONTH
July
August
September
October
November
December
January

NEW ROTARY INTERNATIONAL THEME
Transition Month
Membership & Extension
Basic Education and Literacy
Economic and Community Development
The Rotary Foundation
Disease Prevention and Treatment
Vocational Service

February

Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution

March
April
May
June

Water and Sanitation
Maternal and Child Health
Youth Service
Rotary Fellowships
Editor: Christine (Chris) Haase
Ithaca Sunrise Rotary
P.O. Box 6565
Ithaca NY 14851 | USA
7170newsletter@gmail.com
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Supplement: Flyers, Registration Forms, Reports, etc.
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Cruise to Bermuda, September 1-6, 2022
Celebrating Life Below Water
This event is open to everyone – Rotarians and non-Rotarians – interested in
having fun and learning more about Life Below Water.

Just announced - speakers during our special cruise to Bermuda!

Lis Mullin Bernhardt - Programme Officer, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Currently working with the Rotary Adopt-a-River in East Africa. After the ambitious and holistic 2030
Agenda was put into place, Lis shifted her efforts to add coherence and “wo”manpower to the implementation side, in particular SDG 6 for water and sanitation. In the four years since she joined
UNEP,
Lis has been hard at work linking freshwater topics across the house, including to issues such as
coasts, oceans, security, forests, and other SDGs. This includes the creation of UNEP’s Freshwater
Strategy 2017-2021, firmly focused on UNEP’s water-related mandated in the SDGs, taking a lead
role in the 2018 World Water Day campaign on Nature-based Solutions for Water, acting as lead
author for the 2018 World Water Development Report and SDG 6 Synthesis Report for the High-level
Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF), and leading on water-related issues at UNEA 3
and UNEA 4. You can read her complete biography at this link.
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New Custom License Plate for New York State Rotarians!
A new custom Rotary license plate will soon be available for New York State Rotarians!
The new custom plate will feature the Rotary logo and our motto, "Service Above Self."
District 7120 Governor Janet Tenreiro along with District 7040 Area Governor Michael Griffin
are taking point on this project, which has the support of all nine district governors in New York
State.
The new plate will take the place of Rotary's current custom plate in New York, which uses the
old logo and has no motto.
In order for New York State to move ahead on printing the new plates, we need to get at
least 200 New York State Rotarians to express interest in ordering the new custom license plate.
If you are interested in ordering a plate, please fill out the short form online at
https://forms.gle/sQAhXsejZBanX25K8 or mail the printed form to PO Box 912, Potsdam,
NY 13676.
After we get our 200 Rotarians signed up, we'll let those interested know, share the list with
New York State and the project will move ahead!
Personalized custom plates (you pick the characters, i.e., "RTRY"), and custom plates that include the Universal Symbol of Access (formerly "handicapped" plates), for individuals who qualify, will also be available.
An initial fee and an additional annual renewal fee, in addition to your vehicle registration renewal fee, will be billed for the plates every two years when you renew your registration.
We hope that you consider supporting this exciting project, which will spread our Rotary message around the state and country!
If you have any questions, please email us at ny-rotary-plate@potsdamrotary.org. Thank you!
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Dr. “Bowtie” Todd Jenkins
Dr. Todd Jenkins currently serves as a Global
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Leader in
Corporate America at a Fortune 100 company
and as a Executive Inclusion Trainer, Strategist, and Speaker with Bowtie Leadership, Inc.
As a consultant, he has worked with several
companies such as Walmart, Google, Facebook, American Airlines, Deloitte, etc., oil and
gas companies, small and large non-profits,
and entrepreneurs.
Dr. Jenkins graduated with honors from the
University of South Carolina with two degrees, a Bachelor of Science in Psychology and Sociology, obtained a Master of Science from Illinois
State University, and Doctorate from the University of Arkansas. His research area focused on minority
professionals, retention, and perception of their supervisor within the workplace. Currently, he is enrolled at Harvard University, completing post-doctorate studies as Harvard Fellow. Also, Dr. Jenkins
serves as a faculty member for the Executive Institute on Inclusion and on the Diversity Business Journal
Review Board.
Dr. Jenkins is a proud Rotarian and Paul Harris Fellow from the Rotary Club of Fayetteville, Arkansas;
he has served as the former Rotaract Advisor, Interact Sponsor, RYLA presenter, Youth Services Chair,
two terms on Club Board of Directors, and graduated from his District and Zone Leadership Academy.
Dr. Jenkins is currently one of the youngest Youth Exchange District Chairs in Rotary International. He
has had the honor to speak at various Rotary districts, zones, and international conventions. Dr. Jenkins
serves on multiple boards locally and internationally in education, business, and inclusion initiatives. He
has recently been selected and appointed to serve on the first Rotary International Committee- DEI Taskforce to align Rotary's Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion assessment, strategy, goals, and initiatives.
Today he is known as Dr. "Bowtie Todd," who has given inspirational talks and education to audiences
of all sizes and backgrounds throughout North America, Asia, South America, and Europe. Dr. Todd
Jenkins is a proud husband, new father, author, servant leader, and conversationalist who believes in his
philosophy to "bowtie" it all together, serve and simply be a gift unto the world!
Feel free to connect with Dr. Jenkins on social media outlets
Instagram/Facebook @dr.bowtietodd,
www.bowtieleadership.com,
or email at bowtietietodd@bowtieleadership.com!
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The PolioPlus Society
As a Rotarian and supporter of Polio Eradication, Rotary’s Number One Humanitarian Priority, I wish
to participate in the Countdown to History as a member of the

PolioPlus Society of District 7170
I hereby commit to making an annual donation to the PolioPlus Fund of The Rotary Foundation
as follows (select one):
_____I have contributed $100 to Polio Plus during the current Rotary year and pledge to contribute $100
per year (minimum amount to become a society member)
_____I have contributed $100 to Polio Plus during the current Rotary year and pledge to contribute
$_____________ per year to PolioPlus (more than $100)
I pledge to help Rotary make history by continuing to contribute the above amount each year until
the World Health Organization certifies that polio has been fully eradicated because …

Until the world is polio-free, every child is at risk.
Society members will receive a PolioPlus Society membership pin, and certificate…and your
contribution qualifies for Paul Harris Recognition Points credit.
To make your tax-deductible donation go to my.rotary.org/donate and click on “Polio Fund”. You
can choose a one-time donation of $100 or more, or a recurring donation in the amount and
frequency of your choice (We suggest $10/month as the “easy way” to become a PolioPlus
Society member.)

Name (please print)_______________________________________Date____________
Email Address ____________________________Club Name_____________________
Please email form to David Bensley your District PolioPlus Chair at
yep7170@gmail.com or mail to: 465 Earlville Road, Earlville, NY 13332. The Children
of the world thank you for your commitment to the eradication of Polio. Sign up

today!

You will receive a pin like the image above.
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Fellow District 7170 Rotarian,
I would like to see if your Rotary Club would like to take part in a program to plant historic trees in a local park or schoolyard in your
own community! The efforts are aimed to kindle a spark in the minds of children, who would then have a chance to see, and learn
about (and eventually touch!) something that has a direct connection to some of the great people of American history or major historical event. I am contacting all the Rotary Clubs in our District to offer the opportunity to acquire historic sapling trees certified to be
true direct descendants of historic witness trees offered by Americanheritagetrees.org, a 501 (c)(3) organization dedicated to the
preservation of historic trees. I have worked with them in the past and find them to be very reputable. I have personally toured their
facility and purchased trees for my Nimmonsburg Rotary Club, which are now planted in our Port Dickinson Community Park. Possibly
your Rotary Club would like to purchase one or two historic trees for a park or schoolyard in your own community. Certificates of authenticity accompany each tree.
American Heritage Trees has authenticated trees with direct connections to Henry David Thoreau and come from Walden Woods at
Walden Pond; the Sycamore Moon Tree (offspring from seeds taken to the Moon on Apollo 14 in 1971); Mark Twain Bur Oak from a
350+ year old tree by the cave entrance in Hannibal, Missouri often mentioned by Twain in his books and explored by him as a young
boy; the George Washington/Mt. Vernon Sycamore; the William Faulkner white oak from his Mississippi home, Rowan Oak; and others. The Robert Frost birch from his Franconia, New Hampshire home where he wrote the poem “Birches” in 1915, and the George
Washington Ironwood/Hornbeam from Mr. Vernon are also available. Same for trees grown from seeds collected at the home of
Franklin Roosevelt at the Little White House in Warm Springs, Georgia, WWI hero Sergeant Alvin York, Edgar Allan Poe, and the Kansas birthplace of Amelia Earhart. The Space Shuttle tree’s parent sprouted in space on one of the space missions.
The 2022 Menu of Historic Trees Available in Our Hardiness Zone
Robert Frost Birch $90, $125
Franklin Roosevelt Black Oak $125, $150
Mark Twain Bur Oak $90, $125, $150
Mark Twain Sycamore $125, $150
Henry David Thoreau Red Maple $90, $125, $150
Edgar Allan Poe Hackberry $70, $150
Geo. Washington Sycamore $70, $150
Space Shuttle Sweet Gum $150
Moon Seedling Sycamore $125, $150
Sergeant Alvin York Tulip Poplar $90, $125, $150
William Faulkner White Oak $70
Amelia Earhart Sugar Maple $70
Shipping is a great expense and generally cost more than the tree itself. While the average historic tree costs $70 for small, $90 for
medium, and $125-$150 for large, the additional shipping cost per tree alone would run about $80-$120 for small and medium, and
around $200-$250 for large! However, to save shipping costs, I will drive to Tennessee this Spring, late April, and pick up the trees for
our District Clubs at a shared cost, which I hope will reduce the transit cost to around $30 per tree. Just enough to cover part of my
expenses for gas and motel. This routine worked quite well in 2021, for Broome County Rotary Clubs and hopefully will follow suit in
2022 Districtwide.
Rotary Clubs wishing to purchase one or more of the trees listed above should contact me directly with your order. There is no online
purchasing if you want me to pick up your trees. Only the trees listed are both in stock and suitable to our climate. Payment can be
made when delivered or soon thereafter. There is no payment beforehand.
This is on a first come, first served basis and there is limited room for the buckets which hold the trees. If you think you may want to
order one or two, let me know ASAP, so I can tentatively reserve room. Deadline for orders is April 20th, although I expect to be out of
space weeks before that.
Historic trees----preserving our heritage while promoting our future!
Bob Aagre
Nimmonsburg Rotary
Robertaagre@cs.com
607-217-4122
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