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Basic Education and Literacy

Governor’s Message
Dear fellow Rotarians,
DG visit update. So far, I have visited 24 clubs in our District. What a varied and interesting
bunch we are! I am sure the remaining 18, which are all confirmed, will be just as much fun.
Sadly, I won’t meet my goal of visiting all 42 clubs by the end of September but there is just 1 in
October! I am still enjoying each visit and look forward to meeting more of you in the coming
weeks!
Personal Energy…I believe people have 3 types of energy in our beings: physical, mental, and
emotional. They interact, ebb and flow, creating our moods and impacting our lives. Sometimes they all peak and we have a
great day and at others they are all down and so are we. Their amplitudes and frequency can vary and are buffeted by the
world around use.
To a large degree we cannot control these energies, but we can affect them by our life
choices. Exercising, getting enough sleep, maintaining a good diet (well, most of the time...)
will help with physical energy.
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Consider others
may be down;
give them the
benefit of the
doubt, as we
continue in our
Rotary journey
and “Serve to

Change Lives”!

So why am I rambling on about
this…because over the last several weeks the effort of visiting
clubs all over our district; scheduling, confirming, traveling, engaging, following up, has reminded me that life taxes these energies! We need to pay attention to, and work at replenishing, them.
Being aware of how our ups and downs impacts how we are interacting with others is something to be mindful of. Consider others
may be down; give them the benefit of the doubt, as we continue
in our Rotary journey and “Serve to Change Lives”!
Want to learn more about Rotary? In 20-21 our training assemblies were all virtual, and somewhat limited in scope. This year
we will still be virtual but hope to expand the offerings and do a
better job with the new tools and techniques we have acquired
over the last year.

Membership - will be done in conjunction with our fellow Empire Multi-District Rotarians on Monday evening.
The first session, “Getting Back in the Rotary Habit,” is 18 October so watch this newsletter and the District calendar for details.
Public Image – Last year Public Image Chair Melissa Tourtellotte offered to have individual session with any club
that wanted to learn more about social media. Sadly, none took up the offer…but Melissa did one District wide session which I am sure will be offered again.
Foundation – Plans are in the works for new videos and last year’s videos can be found via the District website.
Grants Training – There will be one virtual session for District & International grant training and, if needed, a
Global Grants session.
We plan to have several virtual District wide sessions in 21-22 regarding “Protecting the Environment’ and “Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion”. If you have interest in helping or suggestions for specific areas, reach out to me.
Also, the Rotary Learning Center has numerous videos and courses, many replacing the old club training manuals which
are no longer printed. You can get the full list of courses here, https://my-cms.rotary.org/en/document/learning-centercourse-catalog, or you can log into MyRotary.org to get started.
Regards, DG Evan
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Worldwide News
DDFs at Work
At the August 16th meeting of the Global Grants Committee, it was decided to pledge $2500 District Designated Funds
(DDF) to help stop malaria in the most vulnerable villages in the country of Colombia. This area includes small, scattered
communities, with often displaced indigenous people who live in extreme poverty and with no medical services. The project
will eliminate malaria and thereby protect all 8,000 people who live in the region.
Although the traditional methods of controlling malaria such as mosquito nets and sanitation will be used, an important focus of the project will be the development and implementation of educational programs designed with cultural differences in
mind. Separate programs will be developed for adults and for children. Ethnographic and cultural input from the community
will help with program design. Educators, an anthropologist, and local healthcare experts will be involved with the planning
and execution.
Your dollars to the Annual Fund will provide a better life for the people of Colombia. Thank you for supporting The Rotary
Foundation.
- Lana Rouff

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~
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Zone News
Grow Rotary (video)
The Zone 32 Rotary Coordinator Team is creating a series of short (2 minute) videos to generate club discussion that spark action to deliver on our value proposition to Rotarians, current and prospective. Our intent is to jumpstart club membership ideas by using a novel, entertaining - and often humorous! - format.
Each month, a new video is produced and shared among all District Membership
Chairs in Zone 32, to forward on to clubs. Clubs are encouraged to use these videos as part of their Club Assembly, Membership Committee, or Board discussions.
We hope that the videos are entertaining reminders of best practices that will lead to action strategies for dynamic, active
clubs.
Thanks to Assistant Rotary Coordinator Lawrence Furbish and Past President Barbara Sutcliffe, both Sanford Springvale
Rotarians (D7780, Maine, USA) for their creativity and talent - and their interest to Grow Rotary!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Here is the link to the first video installment: New Member Induction
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aaY1nMe1h8zRSgj7_mTLFCxEqyhAuj3C/view?usp=sharing
- Contributed by Pat Kriebel
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

District News
Grants Update
Today [29 July 2021] we were notified that Global Grant 2123239 submitted by the Rotary Club of Coimbatore, India and
District 7170, has been approved by Rotary Foundation (India) (RF(I)) and the Trustees of The Rotary Foundation (TRF).
This project will construct 92 individual house toilets at the Panapalli Tribal Village in Coimbatore India. This will benefit
the entire village of 400 plus people, including children, students, women and men living in the hilly area. It will avoid open
defecation by the tribal community. It is one of the priority projects of Rotary District 3201 and their country. Individual
houses will be connected with water pipelines and an adequate water supply will be made available through an overhead
storage tank. These toilets will give the residents of the community a better living standard and adequate hygiene. In addition, school children will be given training in proper use of the toilets and hygiene.
The cost of the project is $40,352 US and Rotary District 7170 was able to provide $4,612 in District Designated Funds
(DDF). This amount was matched 80% by the Rotary Foundation. The International Partner’s Primary Contact was Lana
Rouff (Binghamton) and the International Committee consisted of Zoe van de Meulen (Unadilla), Carol Coppens (Binghamton) and Evan Kurtz (Dryden).
This is a fine example of how a small district in Upstate New York can make a difference in the world.
- PDG Lana Rouff
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The following list contributed by Cindy Burger, Chair of the 2018-2022 District Grants Subcommittee:

2021-2022 District 7170 Community and International Grants DG 2229687
CLUB

PROJECT

Amount Awarded

Binghamton
Cooperstown
Deposit
Dryden
Edmeston
Endwell
Hillcrest
Johnson City
Norwich
Owego
Oxford
Richfield Springs
Sherburne
Sidney
Trumansburg

Orchard Fence
Animal Dental Clinic
Library Technology
Station Park
Nairobi Hair Salon
Food Insecurity
Fenton Bleachers
Park Signage
Fostering Futures
Raised Garden Beds
Park Sound System
Youth Sports Equipment
Ice Rink
School Supplies Closet
Sustainable Chicken Project
Total:

$2,500
$2,500
$870
$2,060
$3,500
$2,500
$2,500
$2,500
$1,596
$1,530
$2,500
$2,500
$2,400
$1,800
$2,348
$33,604

~*~

Hybrid Club Meetings
As we move into 21-22 more and more clubs are finding that hybrid meetings, especially for speakers and programs, really
do work! The equipment isn’t expensive nor the set up that hard but what about the Zoom license cost? Some members have
Zoom access from their work, some individuals cover the cost for a club, and some clubs can afford to pay. For clubs wanting to host a larger or occasional Zoom event, there is another option. District 7170 has two Zoom licenses that can be used
by any club. For now, their use will be first come, first served with the caveat the District event might preempt them if
needed. Contact District Secretary Catrina Ruling.
- DG Evan Kurtz
~*~

Youth Exchange
Joining the “pandemic pause”, District 7170 Youth Exchange is cooperating with counterparts around the world, eagerly
awaiting the return of exchange students in our communities. We all notice the hole in our clubs and in our hearts as we enter our second year without our foreign friends. March 2020 saw us all scrambling as Rotary youth exchange students
around the world were called home or sent home as the world locked down due to the raging pandemic. Some brave young
souls chose to ride out the last months of their exchanges in their host countries, where regulations and willing host families
and clubs allowed.
Even with international travel at a standstill, five female students from District 7170, under the guidance and leadership of
Shelly Bullock of the Trumansburg Rotary Club, found a way to participate in exchange. Initiating a program called Global
Connections, a few intrepid districts continued exchange in the virtual world. Shelly shares that our district conducted four
exchanges with Italy and one with Japan over the summer. “The girls received e-mails with suggestions on projects to do
with their counterparts.” Over video chat, they would give tours of their homes or communities, cook meals together, introduce family members, all in a foreign language, of course. Each country group met together approximately monthly as
well. “Students have a chance to stay connected with youth exchange,” Shelly offered.
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September is traditionally the time we begin the process of interviewing and preparing students for their exchange the following school year, and clubs are cautiously beginning that process. District Youth Exchange Chair Tom Overbaugh observed that our next exchange year “of course depends on the decisions of the Rotary International board and also on the
COVID situation in the countries we exchange with.” The requirements for student travel, which will likely require proof of
COVID vaccination, are still being clarified in many countries. Each district will also need to clarify its requirements as
well. The District Youth Exchange Committee has been meeting virtually throughout the pandemic to monitor the situation
around the world as we all cautiously prepare for the 2022-2023 exchange year.
- Cathy Wakeman
~*~

Annual Riverbank Clean Up
Save the Date: October 16 will be the annual riverbank clean up in Broome County. Each year community organizations
get together to clean up our riverbanks. This event is planned by the Broome County Environmental Management Council.
This year our District Environmental Sustainability committee is helping to plan the event. There are 22 sites that will be
addressed.
Detailed plans will be finalized during September. This event is an excellent opportunity for Rotary Clubs and their partners
to get engaged in improving our community. For more information contact Jeff Smith at jksmith7170@gmail.com.
- Jeff Smith
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Club News
.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:.

Welcome, New Club Members!
Club

New Member

Sponsor

Ithaca

Tess Fraser

Frank Towner

Johnson City

Kim Robinson

Sue Paredez

Owego

Anne Schaeffer

Carolyn Wright

.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:.
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Margaretville Rotary
Join Margaretville Rotary at the 17th annual Cauliflower Festival on September 25. This event is fun and supports the local food community. This is a
great time of the year to visit the Catskill Mountains.
On September 23 DG Evan will be visiting the club. The club meeting will be
at the Hanah Country Inn at 576 W. Hubbell Hill Rd.
Prior to the meeting some of us will be touring the Water Discovery Center.
The Catskills are the headwaters of the Delaware River. This river serves as a
water supply for NYC and provides some of the best fishing in the country.
Rotary clubs in the Catskill region will be focusing on protecting this natural
asset as part of Rotary's seventh area of focus, "Protecting Our Environment".
- Jeff Smith
(See flyer at the end of this newsletter for more information.)
~*~

Unadilla Rotary
Autumn Fest 2021
Sunday, September 26 from 10 AM - 4 PM
Covered Bridge Farm Market
Unadilla, New York
MUSIC | FREE FUN FOR KIDS | FARM MARKET | and MORE
unadillarotary.org/autumn-fest
(See flyer at the end of this newsletter for more information.)
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The Last Page . . . for reference
Chat with the 7170 DG Track
On the 5th of every month—this month, Sunday, September 5th—at 7:00 PM we
have our District's 'Chat with the 7170 DG Track'. This is an opportunity for any Rotarian in 7170 to ask questions and talk with members of our District leadership. Details are on the District homepage, just scroll down to 'Upcoming Events'
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82651401728?pwd=aFVqakIxcmFIQ2VRWGRhNkU4dHFKUT09
Meeting ID: 826 5140 1728
Passcode: 646571

Getting club events on our District Calendar is easy!
If your club uses ClubRunner: While creating the event post for your club’s calendar, look toward the
bottom of the page and you will see a radio button labeled ’Show Event in District Calendar?’. Select
‘Yes’ to make your event visible on the District calendar! If your club does not use ClubRunner: Send
an email with all the pertinent information to 7170Calendar@gmail.com. Include title, date, times, location, costs, event description, and a point of contact. If a point of contact is not provided, the default will
be the club president. It may be several days before this gets seen and posted, so please allow time.

Submission and publication schedule
Soft Deadline – Send content to
7170newsletter@gmail.com by
the 15th of the month if possible.
Wednesday, September 15
Friday, October 15
Monday, November 15

Hard deadline – By noon on
the 3rd to last day of the month
to allow time for final editing.
Tuesday, September 28
Friday, October 29
Sunday, November 28

Publication!
Friday, October 1, 2021
Monday, November 1, 2021
Wednesday, December 1, 2021

Published newsletters can be found on this path after being posted online:
https://rotarydistrict7170.org/  District 7170   District Newsletters 

Are you a writer?
Do you like expressing yourself with the written word? Did you attend or participate in a club or district event, face-to-face
or virtually? TELL US ALL ABOUT IT! Write up a report about it and send it to: 7170newsletter@gmail.com!
Here’s what to include for a good story: Who is inMONTH
NEW ROTARY INTERNATIONAL THEME
volved/invited? What is the event/activity? When did
Transition Month
it (will it) happen? Where did/will the event/activity July
take place? Why did it (will it) happen? How did it August
Membership & Extension
happen? Other details…Other people to contact…Re- September Basic Education and Literacy
member to include your name and your club in the
October
Economic and Community Development
subject line! And attach photos if you got ‘em! �

Save the Date! Watch for details!
16 October – Broome County riverbank clean up
29 October – ‘Polio Gala’ dinner in Syracuse, Friday,
5:30 PM, 29 Oct at the Ramada by Wyndham in Liverpool. Hosted by the Empire Multi District Polio
Chairs. (The 4 PETS Districts)
29, 30 Apr, 01 May – Our District Conference! In person at the Woodcliff Hotel & Spa in Fairport, NY.
District Governor: Evan Kurtz
Dryden Rotary
Mobile: 607-423-2693
emkurtz56@gmail.com
Log into ClubRunner for more info.
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December
January
February
March
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The Rotary Foundation
Disease Prevention and Treatment
Vocational Service
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution
Water and Sanitation
Maternal and Child Health
Youth Service
Rotary Fellowships
Editor: Christine (Chris) Haase
Ithaca Sunrise Rotary
P.O. Box 6565
Ithaca NY 14851 | USA
7170newsletter@gmail.com
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Supplement: Flyers, Registration Forms, Reports, etc.
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