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Governor’s Message
October is our focus on Polio Month. It's with a heavy heart we all learned that our
state/country was added to the World Polio Watch list. No one is immune to this disease without vaccinations. While I personally have not experienced the effects of Polio, I know that I
don’t wish it on anyone.
I can assure you that Rotary is doing everything in its power to address this most recent
case. It will take every Rotarian to lead this to the end. Each of us can make a difference.
October the 24th is World Polio Day, I’m asking each of you to think of ideas to make a difference in this journey
we are on. In your club, are opportunities to give back say your 50/50 raffle, Happy Dollars, or a Social Gathering
just for your club. Big things happen with little steps. Thank you
to everyone who makes a difference this month.
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Just a reminder about a couple of upcoming district events:
Celebrate Youth (D7170 Youth Day Celebration | Rotary District
7170)
October 8, 2022 from 2:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Cortland Country Club
4514 NY-281, Cortland, NY 13045
Chicken Dinner by Dryden Rotary
Foundation Dinner (District 7170 Foundation Reception | Rotary
District 7170)
November 5, 2022 from 11:30 am - 3:30 pm
NE Classic Car Museum
24 Rexford St, Norwich, NY 13815
Food Provided by Nina’s Pizzeria
Let's continue to Rediscover Rotary
Your District Governor
Rocky Martinez

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Worldwide News
Safaris to Raise Funds for Charities
A message addressed to DG Rocky Martinez:
Dear Fellow District Governor,
Greetings from sunny South Africa and District 9400.
Annually for the past 20 years, the Rotary Club of Polokwane, District 9400, South Africa has been organising
safaris to raise funds for deserving charities. As in previous years, they are seeking your much-valued assistance
to promote their safaris to Rotarians and clubs within your district. The attached letter and flyer provide information. They would be most grateful if you would request your district editor to include the flyer in the next district newsletter or perhaps you can circulate it to clubs in your district. Also, why not consider joining them on a
safari in September 2023 to celebrate the end of your term of office?
Their contact Rotarian is PP Charles Hardy - Director Community Services & Projects, charlois1044@gmail.com, Cell +27 83 457 1721, who has permission to send this email on my behalf. Please direct
any correspondence concerning safaris to him.
Your support and assistance will be highly appreciated.
Rotary regards,
DG Koekie Makunyane-Quashie
Dist 9400
- DG Rocky Martinez
(See letter and flyer at the end of this newsletter.)
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Zone News
Zone 28 & 32 Interact Convention
Shared on behalf of Iqmat Iyiola, Conference Co-Chair and Marketing Director.
Dear Rotary Family,

The exciting Zone 28 & 32 Interact Convention (ZIC) is taking place October 20th-23rd, 2022 and we want to
see students from your district there! This is an opportunity for Rotarians to show their support for our young
leaders who have been working very hard organizing this first-ever Zone event that includes Interact delegates
from Canada, USA, Bermuda and St. Pierre et Miquelon!
Here's where your help is needed:
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1. We are seeking Delegates.
If your club currently sponsors an Interact club please connect with them and consider sponsoring one or
more delegates. Clubs & Districts in Zones 28 and 32 are able to reserve spots for Interact students and
chaperones at the Zone 28 & 32 Interact Convention ahead of time. Each spot is $991 Canadian dollars
($850 registration fee plus a $141 refundable deposit).
2. We are seeking Donors/Sponsors.
If your club does not currently sponsor an Interact Club, kindly consider becoming a Donor/Sponsor of
the event in support of youth leadership!
Thank you for your kind consideration. We also encourage you to take a look at our website (www.zoneinteractconvention.org) to learn more. If you have any questions regarding the registration process, the event in general, or would like to invite our team to speak to your club/district leadership about the event please feel free to
contact admin@zoneinteractconvention.org.
~*~
Life Below Water
Report submitted by Cindy Berger, Rotary Club of Binghamton
Climate change is negatively affecting the mangrove forests and swamps, rising ocean water temperatures are
bleaching (killing) the coral reefs, weather pattern disruptions are bringing too much water to some parts of the
planet and too little to other places, floods and drought are causing people to flee their homes causing refugee crises and conflict over resources.
The speakers at the recent Rotary Zones 28 and 32 (includes District 7170) Life Below Water Symposium (September 1-6) discussed these issues and others emphasizing that what happens below water – in the oceans and
rivers – is affecting us all.
What to do? Just begin. Educate yourself. Read the article about mangroves in the June 2022 issue of Rotary
magazine (page 44); find information about the Environmental Sustainability Rotary Action Group (ESRAG,
www.esrag.org); join environmental organizations such as Natural Resources Defense Council (www.nrdc.org)
and Sierra Club (www.sierraclub.org). Change your behavior. Reduce waste: avoid single use plastic – take
your own coffee mug or water container to meetings and bring home plastic tableware to clean and recycle; purchase household items in glass or metal rather than plastic and in the largest size that makes sense for your family
(buying something in bulk only works if it’s not wasted), and purchase an electric car or at least a hybrid for your
next vehicle and combine errands to reduce the number of trips. Look at everything you throw away – can it be
used again? Avoid what you can’t reuse, recycle or compost. Advocate for the environment. Write letters and
attend municipal meetings to encourage recycling and better waste management practices.
Do not despair; there is hope. Read the article about mangroves mentioned above, watch the film Chasing Coral
(www.chasingcoral.com), listen to the presentations from the Life Below Water symposium Life Below Water |
Zones 28 & 32 (clubrunner.ca). We can each make a difference.
Past RI President Barry Rassin (2018-2019) told us “Be the ancestor that your descendents will be proud of.”
~*~
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Public Image Update
The biggest news is that Brand Center has a new underlying platform with simplified content pages. You can now
access Brand Center without having to login to your rotary.org account! RI is focused on developing more templates and increasing ease of use for all Rotarians, regardless of Public Image experience. Simply go to
brandcenter.rotary.org and see for yourself!
The Learning Center now has updated Public Image courses. The Club Public Image Basics looks intimidating at
3 hours long; however, it is comprised of 10 courses. Take them at your convenience. (You must login to your
My Rotary account first.) Many of these courses are also appropriate for all club members.
LinkedIn is growing in popularity as a social media platform, not just for promoting your resume! Check out
this YouTube video to learn more about LinkedIn and how to use it as a social media channel for your club and
district.
October 24 is World Polio Day. Host an event, plan a fundraiser, or post on social media. However you decide to
get involved, register your club's participation for World Polio Day by October 13.
Sample scenario: My district wants to create a logo that uses the logo template from Brand Center along with a
regional image. Will it be brand compliant?
Answer: To strengthen Rotary’s brand recognition around the world, clubs should always use their official club
logo. Rotary’s logos cannot be placed inside or be a subordinate part of another logo, which would include additional imagery. We want the recognition to be consistent across all clubs and districts around the world.
- Rocky Martinez
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

District News
Global Grants Project
Nimmonsburg Rotary is asking clubs for assistance in supporting a Global Grants project.
In 1979, two African Inland Church Missionaries, aided by the African Medical and Research Foundation and
others, initiated a place to feed and treat malnourished physically disabled children in Kenya, Africa.
Over the years the number of these children increased substantially due to the country’s hard and harsh conditions
of life. Many suffered paralysis as a result of polio and a multitude of other diseases. They needed orthopedic surgery, physiotherapy and long term post-operative care and rehabilitation.
The AIC Child Care Center evolved and to date has offered rehabilitation services to over 63,020 children with
physical disabilities. It provided them and continues to provide them with a treatment program that allows the
child to be rehabilitated to their full potential allowing them access to mainstream schooling. Many outreach programs within the rural and far-reaching areas of the district are also offered...
- Lana Rouff
(Please go to the end of this newsletter for the entire full-page story.)
~*~
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District 7170 Polio Plus Society
Become a Charter Member of the District 7170 Polio Plus Society.
Rotary International continues its commitment to keep its promise to see a world free from the polio
virus and preventing all cases of paralysis caused by polio. Reaching that goal requires the continued
dedication of all Rotarians and the necessary funds to keep up the difficult work. District 7170’s Polio
Plus Committee has set an “aspirational” goal of each club donating an amount equal to or greater than
$50/member to the Polio Plus campaign.
BUT WAIT – We have a great opportunity for you to do good in the world by becoming a charter member of the
DISTRICT 7170 POLIO PLUS SOCIETY.
It's easy to become a member. All you need to do is complete the Polio Plus pledge form and send it to David Bensley our
Polio Plus Chair as directed on the form. As a member of the Society, you pledge to donate a minimum of $100 each year
until the world is certified polio-free by the World Health Organization. Rotarians and their friends who join the Society will
be honored with a special pin and certificate.

POLIO PLUS SOCIETY – BECOME A MEMBER NOW!
- Dave Bensley
(See the end of this newsletter for the pledge form.)
~*~

Rotary Builds with Habitat
Rotarians from the seven Rotary clubs of Cortland & Tompkins Counties will be supporting Tompkins-Cortland
Habitat's latest home build at the White Hawk Eco Village near Danby on Saturday, 29 October. Other Rotarains
from the District are welcome to join if there are any volunteer slots still open.
Habitat International is a formal Rotary Partner (https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/partners)
and this will be the fourth “Rotary Builds with Habitat” event with TCHH. There are Habitat Associates throughout our District so consider reaching out to learn how your club might with affordable housing in your community.
If you have questions please contact IPDG Evan Kurtz, emkurtz56@gmail.com
To see if there are volunteer slot available go to: https://signup.com/go/MyzJMcY
If you want to know more about White Hawk Ecovillage go to: https://whitehawkecovillage.org/
- Evan Kurtz
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Club News
Endicott Rotary
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Endicott Rotary once again successfully ran the main concession tent at the 15th Annual Dick’s Sporting Goods Open. Each
year for the past 50 years Endicott Rotary has volunteered their
time to work at the Dick’s Sporting Goods Open, previously the
BC Open, all for the charitable efforts that each open has represented.
The DICK’S Sporting Goods Open is operated by Broome County Community Charities, Inc. and has donated over $18 million back to greater Broome County Community.
The Endicott Rotary was visited by NYS Assemblywoman Donna Lupardo.
- Brian Steele
~*~
Ithaca Noon & Sunrise Rotary
Spring Highway Cleanup!
Date: Saturday, October 8th (Rain Date: October 15th)
Time: 9:00 AM - Noon
Meet: Tops Market, 2300 N. Triphammer Rd, Lansing; look for the people with hard hats and vests!
Provided: Personal safety equipment (vests, hard hats, gloves) and supplies for trash pickup
Volunteers should bring: sturdy shoes, water bottle, mask if desired; Volunteers may bring their own large bags
(e.g., dog food, garden soil), in place of the highway bags, if desired
Registration and questions: Mary-Lynn Cummings, mlcummings101@gmail.com, 607-227-5790
Note: There are several roles for volunteers who may not want to be involved in direct trash pickup, such as driving the support vehicle, and monitoring supplies and equipment at the gathering point. Please contact Mary-Lynn
if you are interested in one of these roles.
- Mary-Lynn Cummings
~*~
Norwich Rotary
Norwich Rotary Club is delighted to announce its 37th annual blood screening and wellness program, to be held at
the Norwich YMCA on Saturday October 8, from 6.30 to 10am.
The cost is just $52 for a comprehensive blood screening, including a $10 donation to Norwich Rotary Club.
There are also a number of optional tests available for an additional fee. Please see the poster at the end of the
District Newsletter for further details.
Appointments are required and have to be made through AMBA at 1-800-234-8888 (Mon-Fri, 8:30am to
5:00pm).
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PLEASE NOTE: the optional additional tests require a separate script from your physician. You may also need a
script for the standard blood screening. AMBA will advise you regarding what is required.
- Chris Smith
(Please see the poster at the end of the newsletter for more information.)
~*~
Oneonta Rotary
Oneonta Rotary Free Youth Concert Brings 650 to Foothills
The Oneonta Rotary Club sponsored a free concert for area youth featuring
Pegasus: The Orchestra at Foothills Performing Arts Center on Friday, September 16, 2022. Almost 650 fourth and fifth graders and chaperones from
eight schools attended the performance.
The concert was made possible by a donation from Rotarians Erna McReynolds and Tom Morgan to the Wendy Brown Fund which was created by the
Oneonta Rotary Fund in memory of McReynolds’ sister, Wendy Brown, also
a Rotarian. The Oneonta Rotary Fund was able to bring Pegasus: The Orchestra to Oneonta, a day earlier than scheduled, to perform for the Youth Concert.

Almost 650 students and chaperones attend a
free Youth Concert at Foothills Performing
Arts Center.

In making the donation, McReynolds noted that the concert would have thrilled her sister. “She loved children
passionately. She loved Rotary and the great work it does. She believed classical music could make children’s lives
better.” Tom Morgan added “Erna, Wendy and I graduated from tiny rural schools. When we were kids, to be in
the presence of a big symphony, a real orchestra, overwhelmed us. It exposed us to worlds we never knew existed.”
Both McReynolds and Morgan “want to keep Wendy’s vision and dream alive by creating the chance for children
to hear classical music.”
According to Oneonta Fund Chairman David Rowley, the concert was an effort to inspire young people to take
part in musical opportunities and to remove barriers to participation such as cost and transportation. He noted,
“the hope is that students will be encouraged to join a chorus or play an instrument. Both Rowley and Dan Buttermann, past president for the Oneonta Rotary Club, were instrumental in making the arrangements with the
schools and the orchestra. Planning is underway for future projects.
- Lynn Sessions

~*~

Stamford Rotary
Please see the poster at the end of the newsletter for Stamford Rotary’s annual Scarecrow Festival.
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The Last Page . . . for reference
Chat with the DG Track
Chat with the 7170 DG Track on the 5th of every —this month, Wednesday, October
5th—at 7:00 PM. This is an opportunity for any Rotarian in District 7170 to ask
questions and talk with members of our District leadership.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81125472267?pwd=SzdRY2dMWnh6U01qdjEzczBjN1hrZz09
Meeting ID: 811 2547 2267
Passcode: 291360

Getting club events on our District Calendar is easy!
If your club uses ClubRunner: While creating the event post for your club’s calendar, look toward the
bottom of the page and you will see a radio button labeled ’Show Event in District Calendar?’. Select
‘Yes’ to make your event visible on the District calendar! If your club does not use ClubRunner: Send
an email with all the pertinent information to 7170Calendar@gmail.com. Include title, date, times, location, costs, event description, and a point of contact. If a point of contact is not provided, the default will
be the club president. It may be several days before this gets seen and posted, so please allow time.

And remember Social Media!
Do you have a large collection of photos to share? Send an email to Sean Lewis (slewis@otsegocc.com) to get them posted
to the D717O Facebook page along with your story! And Brian Steele (bzps@icloud.com) will post your news to the D7170
website. Copy 7170newsletter@gmail.com on the message and I’ll cross-reference it in the newsletter and include the link!

Submission and publication schedule – Mark your calendars!
Soft Deadline – Send content to Hard deadline – By noon on
7170newsletter@gmail.com by
the 15th of the month if possible.

Saturday, October 15
Tuesday, November 15
Thursday, December 15

the 3rd to last day of the month to
allow time for final editing.

Saturday, October 29
Monday, November 28
Thursday, December 29

Publication!
Tuesday, November 1, 2022
Thursday, December 1, 2022
Sunday, January 1, 2023

Published newsletters can be found on the D7170 website on this path after being posted online:
https://rotarydistrict7170.org/  District 7170   District Newsletters 

Are you a writer?
Do you like expressing yourself with the written word?
Did you attend or participate in a club or district event,
face-to-face or virtually? TELL US ALL ABOUT IT!
Write up a report about it and send it to: 7170newsletter@gmail.com!
Here’s what to include for a good story: Who is involved/invited? What is the event/activity? When
did/will it happen? Where did/will the event/activity
take place? Why did/will it happen? How did it happen? Other details? Other people to contact?
Remember to include your name and your club in the
subject line! And attach photos if you got ‘em! �
District Governor: Rocky Martinez
Johnson City Rotary
rockymartinez7170@yahoo.com
Log into ClubRunner for more info.
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July
August
September
October
November
December
January

NEW ROTARY INTERNATIONAL THEME
Transition Month
Membership & Extension
Basic Education and Literacy
Economic and Community Development
The Rotary Foundation
Disease Prevention and Treatment
Vocational Service

February

Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution

March
April
May
June

Water and Sanitation
Maternal and Child Health
Youth Service
Rotary Fellowships
Editor: Christine (Chris) Haase
Ithaca Sunrise Rotary
P.O. Box 6565
Ithaca NY 14851 | USA
7170newsletter@gmail.com

8

Supplement: Flyers, Registration Forms, Reports, etc.
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Global Grants project needs our help:
The AIC (Africa Inland Center) Kajiado Child Care Center was established in 1979 by missionaries for
the purpose of feeding malnourished children in Kenya, Africa. Over the years the number of these children increased substantially due to the country’s hard and harsh conditions of life. Many suffered paralysis as a result of polio and a multitude of other diseases. They needed orthopedic surgery, physiotherapy
and long term post-operative care and rehabilitation.
The AIC Child Care Center evolved and to date has offered rehabilitation services to over 63,020 children with physical disabilities. It provided them and continues to provide them with a treatment program
that allows the child to be rehabilitated to their full potential, allowing them access to mainstream
schooling. Many outreach programs within the rural and far-reaching areas of the district are also offered.
Fortunately, polio has been eradicated in the country. However, the workload has not declined, as treatment for this has been replaced by the treatment for cerebral palsy. Another injury requiring the Center
to step in is burns. Masaai families live in a traditional Manyatas, a one roomed hut with an open fire in a
center trough. The hut is home to the entire family as well as their animals. With very little room—it is
all too easy for babies and toddlers to crawl or topple into this fire. The burns then are treated by the
family using traditional herbal potions. This often means that skin doesn't heal correctly resulting in deformities, especially of hands and knees, often to the extent that the child cannot walk because knees do
not bend.
The Center works closely with the local boys’ and girls’ schools, ensuring that the children can enter
mainstream schooling. They have a number of young girls who ran away and, knowing they would be
taken in and protected by the Center, made their way there rather than suffer usual practice of being married to middle age men so their fathers could claim the dowries of 6 cows, 10,000 shillings and some
bedding materials, or who were about to undergo female circumcision, a practice still enforced by many
families, before being married. The Center and local girls’ school work together tirelessly to educate
against both these practices and encourage children to be allowed to stay in education.
Doug Kerr, an orthopedic surgeon from Binghamton, has been working with the Center for numerous
years. Recently he asked his friend Rotarian Russ Sanaeko from the Rotary Club of Nimmonsburg if Rotary might partner with the Rotary Club of Nairobi Thika Road in developing a Global Grant that will
subsidize a much-needed water borehole solar project for the purpose of bringing clean water to the Center. The cost of the project is around $48,000 US. To date $14,000 has been raised. This includes the
$5,000 DDF from our district that will be matched by TRF and another $3000 DDF from the Nairobi
club.
As the President of the Nimmonsburg club, I am asking clubs in our district to consider supporting the
project. Your contribution will add to the success of the crucial services that the Center offers and is essential to the welfare of the children. Should you have further questions, please contact me at
gholmes53@gmail.com or our Global Grants Chair – Lana Rouff at LanaRouff@gmail.com.
Thank you for your consideration.
Gary Holmes, President of The Rotary Club of Nimmonsburg
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District 9400
ROTARY CLUB OF POLOKWANE
Club # 9400 – C000017313
PBO # 930038828P

President: Susan van der Merwe
Secretary & PE: Adriaan Anderson
Cell: +27 82 200 5974
Cell: +27 82 200 5393
Email: vandermerwe.gerhard4@gmail.com Email: adriaan.anderson@ul.ac.za
Web: http://polokwanerotary.org

Dear District Governor,
Greetings from the Rotary Club of Polokwane District 9400 South Africa.
Attached please find a flyer giving information of our club’s Unique Rotary African Safari project. This is an ongoing project and for the past 20 years we have contacted District Governors requesting support in promoting the project in
their districts. We have recently completed our 2022 safari schedule and are now taking bookings for 2023.
We would be most grateful if you would request your district newsletter editor to include the flyer in the District Newsletter or if you could circulate it to clubs and Rotarians within your District. This unique project serves the purpose of
promoting international relations and generating funds for worthy charities whilst providing participating Rotarians
with a safari experience of a lifetime. All profits generated will be for the Rotary Club of Polokwane Community Service
Projects.
Past charities that have benefited from this safari initiative include an Environmental Education Centre in Polokwane
Game Reserve, The Siloe School for the Blind, “Our Home” for the Elderly, Ngwana House for Orphans, Solar Power to
Disadvantaged Households. Also, two Global Grant projects supplying disadvantaged rural Schools with potable water
and Eco-toilets to rural nursery schools (Early Childhood Development ) were funded via this project. Not to be ignored is the wonderful international fellowship enjoyed by the safari participants.
Previous Rotarian participation in the safaris includes the following Past District Governors: Dist 7770 PDG & RIVP Anne
Mathews Almjjmjlm@aol.com ; Dist 5480 PDG Stephanie Macchia macchia@elmslaw.com ; Dist 5950 PDG Holly
Callen holly.callen@gmail.com ; Dist 5960 PDG Cathy Smithsmithcatherine1955@gmail.com ; Dist 5230 PDG Don Kremer dekremer@pacbell.net ; PDG Rod Belton rodb1st@redshift.com ; Dist 5400 PDG Dick Sagness sagassoc@cableone.net.
This correspondence and project carries the support of DG Koekie Makunyane-Quashie, District 9400 South Africa
email koekie@rotary9400.org.za .
Thank you for your consideration and your assistance will be highly appreciated.
Rotary regards,
Charles Hardy
Susan van der Merwe
Project Convenor
President
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