District 7170 Newsletter
Evan Kurtz – District Governor 2021-2022
Rotary Club of Dryden, USA
www.rotarydistrict7170.org | www.rotary.org

Shekhar Mehta – Rotary International President 2021-2022
Rotary Club of Calcutta-Mahanagar, India
January 2022

Vocational Service

Governor’s Message
Dear fellow Rotarians,
Welcome to 2022!
In many ways there seems little change from last year. Covid is still here but clubs
and Rotarians are adapting and changing as we learn what works and what doesn’t.
Projects are moving ahead, and new ones are getting started. Traditional fundraising events have been modified and different kinds developed.
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Yes . . . our world is
Yes, things are a bit
moving into a ‘new
more challenging
done remotely but
normal’ and Rotary
as more and more
will continue to
people get vaccinat“Serve to Change
ed, and as we conLives”
tinue to mask and
social distance, our world is moving into a ‘new normal’
and Rotary will continue to “Serve to Change Lives”
The more observant of you (and that would not usually
be me…) will note there is a new photo with this message. Throughout our lives there are people who have
supported, guided, taught, coached, and cheered for each
of us. Some encounters were brief but significant, other
lasted many years, and yet others are ongoing. Regardless, they have all influenced each of us and brought us to
this point in time, the start of another year.
People around our world take this moment to pause and
reflect, to give thanks, and to plan for the coming year. I
hope your reflections are meaningful, your thanks sincere, and your plans grand!

Oh, and as for the photo, meet Tracy. Our encounter started over 50 years ago, is ongoing, and certainly significant!
Best regards to all!
DG Evan
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Worldwide News
RI Statement on COVID-19 Vaccination
From: RI President Shekhar Mehta & TRF Chair John Germ <RI.comms@msgfocus.rotary.org>
Date: Thu, Dec 16, 2021 at 8:31 AM
Subject: Rotary International and The Rotary Foundation’s Position Statement on COVID-19 Vaccination

Dear District Governors and Club Presidents,
We see the decision to vaccinate as a civic and humanitarian imperative. Rotary is not a political or religious organization; it is a service organization, and this is the lens through which we are advising you of our position...
(See full email message at the end of this newsletter.)
~*~
Rotary International Convention
The Rotary International Convention will be June 4-8, 2022 in Houston, Texas. I am serving as the resource person for District 7170. If you decide to attend and need any information, please e-mail me: pkriebel@stny.rr.com
There is a lot of information on rotary.org
- Pat Kriebel
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Zone News
What’s Your Zone?
Many Rotarians are not aware that between our District and Rotary International there lies another
entity…your Rotary Zone. Generally, Zones exist to provide District leadership with training and support
across all areas of Rotary.
There are 34 Zones around the world, in 17 pairs, with each pair having a representative on the RI Board of Directors. Valarie Wafer is the current Rotary International Director of Zone 32, our Zone, to be followed by Drew
Kessler in July of 2022.
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Zone 32 which is paired with Zone 28 and together we form a community of Rotarians spanning two languages,
four countries, and eight time zones: Bermuda, Canada, France, and the United States. Zone 32 includes MA, RI,
CT, VT, NJ, most of NY, parts of PA, ME, Canada, and Bermuda.
Our paired Zones are offering several events next year that are open to ALL Rotarians:
Fundraising Gala! Wed, Feb 23, 2022, at 8:00 pm ET.
‘Life Below Water’ – a cruise to Bermuda, Sep 1-6, 2022
‘Life on Land’ – a visit to Anchorage AL, Nov 3-5
(See more info and graphics at the end of this newsletter.)
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

District News
District 7170 Conference
Join your 7170 Rotarian friends at the Woodcliff Hotel & Spa in Fairport, NY, April 29, 30, May 1, 2022, at the
Woodcliff Hotel & Spa.
The focus will be “Rotary and Our Environment” but, like true Rotarians, we will also be having fun. Golf on the
Friday afternoon, a 5k walk/run Sat morning on trails around the grounds, and, if things go right Elvis, the king of
rock and roll, will be visiting!
Start making you plans to go! Those who arrive with 3 or more to a vehicle will be entered into a drawing for a
basket of ‘saving our world’ products.
-Evan Kurtz
(See flyer at the end of this newsletter for details.)
~*~

Susquehanna River Event 2022
The Rotary District 7170 Environmental Sustainability
committee is sponsoring river paddles on the Susquehanna River to increase awareness of the ecological and
economic importance of our natural assets and the need
to address climate change overall. There will be two
short paddles and two longer paddles:
May 14: Cooperstown to Milford -14 miles
May 15: Milford to Portlandville - 8.5 miles
May 21: Apalachin to Owego - 9 miles, Hickories Park
May 22: Owego to Sayre - 20 miles, Riverside Park
In addition to these events some members and friends are interested in a trip down the length of the river (444
miles). DG Evan is trying to get other Districts along the Susquehanna interested.
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These river events are open to the public and other organizations. We are now addressing all the details required
to develop this event: safety and communications protocols, permitting, logistics, and marketing. We want this to
be a fun and informative event. Some will participate in more than one event.
We hope to have 4 clubs sponsor a reception at each of the 4 landings. The receptions can include food and information. More details will be available in the February newsletter. This event has been reported at the international Rotary Action Group, ESRAG.
For input/questions contact Kevin Millar (kjmilow@yahoo.com), Jeff Smith (jsmith1532@aol.com) or DG Evan.
~*~
Nairobi Project Update
As previously reported (in the October 2021 newsletter), the Rotary Foundation accepted
a district grant application that will benefit 270 struggling you women/mothers each year
in the Dandora slum region of Nairobi, Kenya. These women will be trained as hair stylists and prepared for a job. Besides training they will receive therapy to help them
through trauma that they previously experienced. In this important combination they will
be less vulnerable to hunger, homelessness, trafficking/slavery and exploitation.
Together with the Rotary Club of Embakasi in Kenya, the leadership of the Rotary
Club of Edmeston, the generosity of the Franklin, Trumansburg, Margaretville Rotary
clubs and District 7170, the Vocational Training Center Hair Salon is now putting the
final coat of paint on its new structure! A community member who saw the construction asked what was happening. The head of the NGO told him about the center and
the transformation that takes place when a woman receives education, therapy and a
potential job that leads to the ability to feed her children. He was so impressed that he
immediately donated the paint paid for the painters and stayed until the job was finished.
Your donation to the Rotary Foundation allows this happen. Thank you.
-Lana Rouff
One of the joys of being a Rotarian is that you are part of a worldwide service organization, so you can have a
positive impact on the lives of others globally as well as locally. The Edmeston Rotary Club has received a District International Grant through which we have joined forces with the Rotary Club of Embakasi in Nairobi, Kenya to build a hairdressing training center in the Dandora area of Nairobi. The goal is to train area women, particularly those have been involved in prostitution and sex trafficking, to become financially independent. The center
will provide training, experience, and job placement services. It will also offer additional services such as counseling and budgeting help.
The building has been completed, and now it will be furnished and equipped. Building was overseen by members of 1963 Agents of Change, a local charitable action group, under the supervision of the Embakasi Club. The
whole project budget is around $11,000, raised through individual and group donations to supplement the grant.
The Edmeston and Embakasi Rotary Clubs donated $100.00 each. A little bit of generosity can go a long way.
We have enjoyed our Zoom meetings with the men and women who are our Kenyan counterparts. We are one
people.
-Martin Winsor
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Telemedicine Global Grant
For the past couple of years, Dr. Kwabena Boayke, a member of the Colesville-Harpursville Rotary Club has
been working on a Rotary Global Grant to bring telemedicine to the rural areas of Kyebi, Ghana. The population
of Kyebi is 11,677. Telemedicine uses telecommunication and information technologies to provide clinical health
care to many in remote areas. It helps eliminate distance barriers and can improve access to medical services that
would not be consistently available in many communities.
Due to the pandemic, Dr. Boayke’s plans to set up the project have been delayed. In addition, the cost of the necessary materials such as computers, phones and travel has risen outside the mission’s budget - all of which has put
the undertaking in jeopardy of not being completed. With this in mind and believing in the importance of this
project, The Rotary Club of Colesville-Harpursville has voted to donate $2,000 towards the completion of
the project! Kudos to the members of this club. Their generosity will bring clinical health care to many and save
thousands of lives. Thank you, Rotarians.
-Lana Rouff

~*~

Mayfield, Kentucky Tornado Disaster Relief
From Mayfield Rotary Club’s Facebook post:
Thanks to those Rotarians and Rotary Clubs across the country who want to help with the destruction that the tornado caused Graves County and Mayfield Kentucky last [month]. Our Mayfield Rotary Club appreciates the offer
for assistance.
If you want to make a monetary donation, you can make a check payable to: Mayfield Rotary Club and in memo
line put: Tornado Relief.
Since our post in Mayfield has sustained significant damage, you can mail checks to my home address:
John Carrico
300 Wexford Court
Paducah, Ky. 42003
Update on Water: If you want to send water, please send it to the following address:
Mayfield-Graves County Fairgrounds
1004 Ky. 121
Mayfield, Ky. 42066
If you want to send supplies other than water, send to:
ACE Compressor
245 Kentex Drive
Mayfield, Ky. 42066

~*~

D7170 Disaster Relief Fund
On 10 December tornadoes left a trail of devastation across six states. There were over 80 deaths in Arkansas,
Illinois, Kentucky, Missouri, Mississippi and Tennessee. Our District has stepped up to help having sent $5,000
to District 6710 with a commitment for $5,000 more to follow. District 6710, which covers Western Kentucky, is
where the worst of the storms hit.
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Some of our fellow clubs have already sent funds. Others can help by sending funds either directly or by contributing to a District 7170 fund which will be distributed later.
If sending funds to our District please put “6710 Relief Fund” in the memo.
If sending funds directly to District 6710 make checks payable to: “The 671 Foundation/Disaster Relief”
(Please note that this is NOT a typo - the fund is 671, and the district is 6710.)
District 6710 Relief Fund, c/o of Sheila Stoke, 7906 Westover Dr., Prospect, KY 40059
-Evan Kurtz
~*~
Update on the Rotary Council on Legislation
The Rotary Council on Legislation is fast approaching in April. Rotary Clubs may submit statements in support
of, in opposition to, or as a comment on an item of legislation. The deadline for comments is January 10, 2022.
Club statements must be submitted or confirmed by the club’s president. If, after reading the proposed legislation
(found at https://my-cms.rotary.org/en/document/proposed-legislation-2022-council-legislation) your club wishes
to submit a comment, you may do so at https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/13pUfIQItvTVoHBq6HevxuKZq2qS.
- Zoë Vandermeulen
~*~

DEI’s “Did You Know…?”
“Did You Know...” That the World Health Organization’s data shows that 1518 percent of the world’s population has a disability and that not all disabilities
are visible?
How can we make our clubs more welcoming? What can each club do to ensure their meeting place is accessible to all? Could you survey the membership
and ask them what things might make it easier for them to attend? Even with virtual meetings there might be barriers. With the aging Baby Boomer population and others, do some members have hearing or mobility issues?
Ask those with visible issues, what their needs are. Being adaptable and inclusive will help retain current members and attract new ones. Apply the Four Way Test! The Learning Center at rotary.org has a webinar on “Building a Welcoming Community”.
“My humanity is bound up with yours, for we can only be human together” -Desmond Tutu
R.I. goes on to say “ Humans are composed of unique and intersecting sets of social identities, defined by our
physical, social, and mental characteristics. By considering each other’s lives, experiences, and perspectives, we
allow a community to be not only about what makes us different”
Andrew D. Purlang, is the author of “Here are Some Do’s and Don’ts of Disability Language” that was published
in Forbes last year. More articles and information can also be found on his website: www.disabiltythinking.com
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"Did you know…” Curb cuts have their roots in disability activism, but the concept like the curb cuts themselves
has proven widely applicable. Curb cuts not only help disabled persons, but people with strollers, skateboards,
luggage on wheels, etc. also benefit.
- Jo-Ellen Hedlund
~*~

RYLA Update
The COVID Pandemic has caused several challenges and changes to the District RYLA program. On March 15,
2020, we announced we were canceling the 38th Annual RYLA Conference due to COVID concerns. This announcement came after several clubs had started interviewing students. There were several factors that made the
RYLA committee come to this difficult decision, the strongest being the safety of the students and staff. The
committee had its next difficult decision in December 2020 when it decided to cancel the 2021 RYLA Conference due to continued concerns over COVID.
Moving on to the 2022 RYLA Conference, we are cautiously planning to hold the conference with some extra
precautions in place with regard to COVID concerns. We are planning to reduce the number of students by approximately 30% to allow for easier social distancing. We will also be following NYS regulations regarding
COVID (which may include Vaccine verification).
Some additional changes in the RYLA Conference Program. Julie Lambiaso, our RYLA Program Director has
decided to step down from the position after 22 years involvement in the program (15 years as Program Director).
Julie will truly be missed. Julie has agreed to help with the smooth transition of the new Program Director.
Evelyn Frair of the Rotary Club of Greene has accepted the position of Program Director and is starting to plan
for the 2022 RYLA Conference. Evelyn is a teacher at the Greene Central School District, working with high
school students. She is also a wife of a Rotarian and has two children, one of which is a RYLA alum. As the previous High School Student Council Advisor, Evelyn has seen many students come back to her home school and
share their experiences in productive ways. She is very much looking forward to being an active part of the
RYLA Conference Program.
-Jeffrey Henry

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Club News
.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:.

Welcome, New Club Members!
Club
Cooperstown
Cooperstown
Cooperstown
Cooperstown
Cooperstown
Ithaca Sunrise
Norwich
Oneonta

New Member
Dr. Charles Casale
Lauren Glynn
Danielle Henrici
Bertine McKenna
Nathan Ritter
Nicholas Kent
Kisten Giglio
Adam Stoutenburg
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Bob Birch
Bob Birch
returning member
Judy Steiner
Bob Birch
Ursula Russ
Jackie Archambo
Cindy Struckle
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Bainbridge Rotary
Rotarians, Tim Ryan, Gordon Daniels, June White and Violet Wade, rode on a Float in
Bainbridge Chamber of Commerce’s Annual Christmas Parade.
This was in recognition of the Bainbridge Rotary Club having received the Chamber’s
Service Organization of the Year Award.
-John Gliha
~*~

Cortland Breakfast Rotary
On Saturday, December 3, the Cortland Breakfast Rotary held a Kettle Drive for the Salvation
Army. At three outdoor locations, Rotarians,
helped by the Seven Valley Schools Interact
Club, raised over $2100!
The Rotarians who participated: Cindy Stoker,
Maria Gimma, Jeremy Boylan, Mike Shafer,
Mike May, Conrad Janke, Liza Janke, Dianne
Higgins, Chuck Feiszli, Glenn Reisweber, and Matt McSherry.
-Conrad Janke

~*~

Edmeston Rotary
On October 27th, several members of the Edmeston Rotary Club joined a number of
other community members in celebrating the installation of a new highway marker on
West Street. The new sign commemorates the founding of the Otsego School by Miss
Florence Chesebrough at that location in 1922.
As the sign says, Ms. Chesebrough was a pioneer in the education of individuals with
Down Syndrome. What she began and managed so well for so many years eventually
became what is now Pathfinder Village in its present location, a world-renowned facility dedicated to the education and development of individuals with Down Syndrome
and other intellectual disabilities.
Rotary Club president Jane McGeown welcomed those in attendance and explained
how the event would proceed. John Chesebrough, Ms. Chesebrough’s son, spoke about
his memories of the Otsego School. Martha Winsor (whose mother Marian Mullet
oversaw the transition from the Otsego School to Pathfinder Village, and who was a
long-time CEO of the village) spoke about her experiences working as a teenage employee of the Otsego School and her observations about the transition from the old to the new. Lastly, Maura
Iorio, the Director of Education at Pathfinder Village, spoke about what Ms. Chesebrough’s legacy has led to, her
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excitement about the many connections between Pathfinder’s residents, clients, and staff with the greater Edmeston community and the rest of the world, and recent and planned developments at the village.
Various community members contributed to the cost of the marker; the Rotary Club arranged for its purchase, and
the Town Highway Department handled its installation. Special thanks go out to Mark and Deborah Pearlmutter,
the current owners of the property on which the marker was installed, both for giving permission for its installation and for working continually to maintain the architectural integrity and character of the buildings and grounds
of the former Otsego School. A very special attendee was Anja Eriksen, who has been a resident of both the
Otsego School and Pathfinder Village.
-Martin Winsor

~*~

Endicott Rotary
Endicott Rotary played a major role in the Endicott Holiday Parade on
Saturday, December 4, 2021. Fifty percent of the membership either donated, walked, rode in the trailer, served on the parade committee, acted
as emcee for the public relations and even Santa Claus was a Rotarian this
year! The recent purchase of the Wurlitzer band organ for the community
was in a trailer, playing Christmas music throughout the parade route also.
As chairperson for this Parade for 21 years, I am proud to be a Rotarian
with this group of friends and helpers to give Holiday Spirit in our community of Endicott.
Check out the District 7170 Facebook page for more photos!
-Darlene Leonard
~*~

Ithaca (Noon) Rotary
Girl Empowerment projects in East Africa and Guatemala will be funded by the 5th
annual Rotary Dozen Dinner Draw, Feb 9th, 2022. Proceeds will improve girls’
safety, health, education, and well-being.
This "Win-Win" raffle with a great cause has 6 prize packages totaling over $2400
for local eateries/venues with 12 $100 gift certificates to the top winner.
Join us virtually for the Draw at noon Wednesday, Feb 9th:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82559633148?pwd=VXNEVzloZUh0Y0p1QkIwTTNFTUQ0QT09

Reserve your ticket for the 2022 Dozen Dinner Draw at http://www.rotarydozendinnerdraw.org/tickets.html
Share this brief infomercial, Rotary Dozen Dinner Draw info & link, at your meetings and spread the word to
friends and colleagues!
-Nancy Potter
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~*~

Ithaca Sunrise Rotary
Each year, we provide for a family in need through the Salvation Army’s
Adopt-a-Family program. In early-December, Bob Nicholas and Ursula
Russ went to Walmart, the store of choice for our Salvation Army family, and purchased some toys and all the clothing requested. We supported a single mom with a 15-year-old son with autism and mental disabilities. We also purchased a gift card for all their food needs. That is now
preferred and suggested by the Salvation Army. Through fellow club
members’ generosity, we were able to make their wishes come true!
~*~

Oneonta Rotary
Oneonta Rotary closes out 2021 with a very busy three months of honoring members, celebrating our Centennial,
and carrying out our annual service projects.
As part of our Centennial Celebration, Oneonta Rotary recently honored
10 members who have been members for 50 years or more. Collectively, those honored represent over 500 years of Service Above Self!
Members included David Brenner, Bill Davis, Tom Hughson, Sam
Koury, Norm Lyster, Boyce Rogers, George Silvernell, Verne Thomas,
Sherm Whitney and Leon Wiggin. We are so grateful to everyone--for
their leadership, giving of time and talent, and for their commitment to
service and Rotary. We are also grateful that DG Evan Kurtz was able
to attend. In addition to honoring our fifty-years plus members, we inducted new
member, Adam Stoutenburg, honored new Paul Harris Fellow Lynne Sessions and
Paul Harris +1 Fellow Cindy Struckle.
Other completed centennial projects included collecting over 200 personal care
products for Laurens Central School for their hygiene backpack program and donating 89 hats and 167 water resistant/waterproof mittens to four elementary schools.
In addition to monthly centennial projects, Oneonta Rotary also completed four annual service projects. In December, the club rang the bell for the Salvation Army,
and shopped for Christmas presents for the children of 20 families identified by
Opportunities for Otsego. Funds for shopping were made possible by the generosity and vision of past member Axel Axjoh. In November, the Operation Warm project provided 189 new winter coats to children in need at four elementary schools.
In October, Oneonta Rotary, led by Catrina McKissick-Ruling, stepped in to organize the city Halloween Parade after another service club was unable to do so.
As we look to the next six months, Oneonta Rotary wishes all members in District
7170 a healthy and happy New Year!
-Lynne Sessions
(Visit https://www.facebook.com/oneontarotary for more club activity photos!)
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The Last Page . . . for reference
Chat with the 7170 DG Track
On the 5th of every month—this month, Wednesday, January 5th—at 7:00 PM we have our
District's 'Chat with the 7170 DG Track'. This is an opportunity for any Rotarian in 7170 to ask
questions and talk with members of our District leadership. Details are on the District homepage, just scroll down to 'Upcoming Events'
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82651401728?pwd=aFVqakIxcmFIQ2VRW
GRhNkU4dHFKUT09
Meeting ID: 826 5140 1728
Passcode: 646571

Getting club events on our District Calendar is easy!
If your club uses ClubRunner: While creating the event post for your club’s calendar, look toward the
bottom of the page and you will see a radio button labeled ’Show Event in District Calendar?’. Select
‘Yes’ to make your event visible on the District calendar! If your club does not use ClubRunner: Send
an email with all the pertinent information to 7170Calendar@gmail.com. Include title, date, times, location, costs, event description, and a point of contact. If a point of contact is not provided, the default will
be the club president. It may be several days before this gets seen and posted, so please allow time.

And remember Social Media!
Do you have a collection of photos to share too massive for this publication? Send an email to Wendy Deis at
wendygirl201@gmail.com to get them posted to the D717O Facebook page! Copy 7170newsletter@gmail.com on
the message and I’ll cross-reference it in the newsletter and include the link!

Submission and publication schedule – Mark your calendars!
Soft Deadline – Send content to
7170newsletter@gmail.com by
the 15th of the month if possible.
Saturday, January 15
Tuesday, February 15
Tuesday, March 15

Hard deadline – By noon on
the 3rd to last day of the month
to allow time for final editing.
Saturday, January 29
Saturday, February 26
Tuesday, March 29

Publication!
Tuesday, February 1, 2022
Tuesday, March 1, 2022
Friday, April 1

Published newsletters can be found on the D7170 website on this path after being posted online:
https://rotarydistrict7170.org/  District 7170   District Newsletters 

Are you a writer?
Do you like expressing yourself with the written
word? Did you attend or participate in a club or district event, face-to-face or virtually? TELL US ALL
ABOUT IT! Write up a report about it and send it to:
7170newsletter@gmail.com!
Here’s what to include for a good story: Who is
involved/invited? What is the event/activity? When
did/will it happen? Where did/will the event/activity
take place? Why did/will it happen? How did it happen? Other details? Other people to contact?
Remember to include your name and your club in the
subject line! And attach photos if you got ‘em! �
District Governor: Evan Kurtz
Dryden Rotary
Mobile: 607-423-2693
emkurtz56@gmail.com
Log into ClubRunner for more info.
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MONTH
July
August
September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April
May
June

NEW ROTARY INTERNATIONAL THEME
Transition Month
Membership & Extension
Basic Education and Literacy
Economic and Community Development
The Rotary Foundation
Disease Prevention and Treatment
Vocational Service
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution
Water and Sanitation
Maternal and Child Health
Youth Service
Rotary Fellowships
Editor: Christine (Chris) Haase
Ithaca Sunrise Rotary
P.O. Box 6565
Ithaca NY 14851 | USA
7170newsletter@gmail.com
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Supplement: Flyers, Registration Forms, Reports, etc.

So what Zone are you in?
Many Rotarians are not aware that between our District and Rotary International there lies another entity…your Rotary Zone. Generally, Zones exist to provide District leadership with training and support
across all areas of Rotary.
There are 34 Zones around the world, in 17 pairs, with each pair having a representative on the RI Board
of Directors. Valarie Wafer is the current Rotary International Director of Zone 32, our Zone, to be followed by Drew Kessler in July of 2022
Zone 32 which is paired with Zone 28 and together we form a community of Rotarians spanning two languages, four countries, and eight time zones: Bermuda, Canada, France, and the United States. Zone 32
includes MA, RI, CT, VT, NJ, most of NY, parts of PA, ME, Canada, and Bermuda.

Our paired Zones are offering several events next year that are open to ALL Rotarians.

Fundraising Gala! Wed, Feb 23, 2022, at 8:00 pm ET. Join RI Vice President Valarie Wafer, and Rotary
Foundation Trustee, Dean Rohrs, for this 90-minute, fast-paced virtual event celebrating the work by
every Rotarian in the 43 Districts of Zones 28 & 32. Funds raised will go to our Rotary Foundation.
Entertainment will include the One Voice Children's Choir, BYU Vocal Point, the internationally renowned
violinist, Francisco Fullana, and visit from Alex Lifeson of RUSH, with a featured video-performance and
interview.
‘Life Below Water’ – a cruise to Bermuda, Sep 1-6, 2022
Are you interested in having fun and learning more about Life Below Water? There will be speakers and
seminars in the mornings leaving the afternoons and evenings free to enjoy the cruise amenities.
‘Life on Land’ – a visit to Anchorage AL, Nov 3-5
Want more fun with Rotarians? Go and learn about Life on Land’ There will be speakers and seminars
with time to explore Anchorage. See graphics on next page.
For more details go to https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50077.
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---------- Forwarded message --------From: RI President Shekhar Mehta & TRF Chair John Germ <RI.comms@msgfocus.rotary.org>
Date: Thu, Dec 16, 2021 at 8:31 AM
Subject: Rotary International and The Rotary Foundation’s Position Statement on COVID-19 Vaccination
To: emkurtz56@gmail.com

Dear District Governors and Club Presidents,
We see the decision to vaccinate as a civic and humanitarian imperative. Rotary is not a political or religious organization, it is a service organization
and this is the lens through which we are advising you of our position.
1.

Global vaccination is the path to ending the pandemic and the emergence of new variants. Rotary endorses and strongly encourages
vaccination for all individuals including our members who are currently able to be vaccinated against COVID-19. In areas where
COVID-19 is surging, communities are facing extreme challenges, health systems are overwhelmed, and contentious rhetoric is dividing us. It is critical that the virus be contained so that the world may begin to heal. To that end, the purpose of this statement is to
reinforce Rotary’s position.

2.

Misinformation has become an “infodemic” that hinders the fight against COVID-19. In line with our Four-Way Test, Rotary International and The Rotary Foundation are committed to providing our members with science-based information.

3.

Rotary International staff at One Rotary Center were required to be vaccinated by 10 October 2021, as a criterion for employment
after that date. RI’s employee vaccination rate stands at over 99 percent.

4.

Globally, Rotary is actively engaged in assuring equity in vaccine access to all people. Our efforts have included advocacy with the
G-20, and a proof-of-concept program with GAVI/COVAX to leverage our frontline experience with polio eradication to facilitate
vaccine delivery in several low- and middle-income countries where Rotarians are active. While we know many clubs are already
deeply involved in COVID-19 prevention, we are working on additional strategies to multiply our collective efforts. GAVI/COVAX is a partnership including WHO and UNICEF focused on global access and delivery of COVID-19 vaccines.

5.

Those children for whom vaccines are not currently available are at significant risk. Until vaccines are available for all children, the
vaccination of adults is the best way to protect children who cannot be vaccinated. Pediatric admissions for COVID-19 are rising
precipitously in areas of low vaccination.

6.

Rotary salutes health care workers everywhere as they continue to provide lifesaving services. Local recognition of these heroes by
each of our clubs can help to encourage them to continue their important work. Rotary abhors any harassment and attacks on
healthcare workers.

7.

Rotary and Rotaract clubs are encouraged to
o set good examples by being exemplary role models;
o redouble their efforts to support COVID-19 treatment, prevention, and vaccination efforts.

8.

Vaccines have proven to be one of the greatest advances of modern medicine. The World Health Organization estimates that vaccines save between 2 to 3 million children’s lives each year, and the Global Polio Eradication Initiative estimates the polio vaccine
has saved more than 19 million children from paralysis. Vaccines are safe, effective and are responsible for eliminating or controlling many other vaccine-preventable diseases such as smallpox, measles, rubella, and Ebola. And now, there is the opportunity to
end the COVID-19 pandemic through vaccines.

9.

The eradication of polio remains a goal of the highest order for Rotary. We can apply the lessons we have learned in fighting polio
to the efforts in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Regards,
Shekhar Mehta
President, Rotary International

John Germ
Chair, The Rotary Foundation

CC: RI Board of Directors & Directors-elect, TRF Board of Trustees and incoming Trustees, District Governors-elect, Club Presidents-elect,
Regional Leaders, COVID-19 Task Force, International PolioPlus Committee, Communications Committee

ONE ROTARY CENTER
1560 SHERMAN AVENUE
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201-3698 USA
ROTARY.ORG
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‘Rotary and Our Environment’
7170’s Annual District Conference
April 29, 30, May 01, 2022

Woodcliff Hotel & Spa
Join your 7170 Rotarian friends at the Woodcliff Hotel & Spa in Fairport, NY. The focus will be “Rotary and Our
Environment” but, like true Rotarians, we will also be having fun. Golf on the Friday afternoon, a 5k walk/run
Sat. morning on trails around the grounds, and, if things go right Elvis, the king of rock and roll, will be visiting!
We are still confirming speakers but plan to be hearing from Luis Aguirre-Torres, Ithaca Director of
Sustainability and Art DeGetano, Director of NOAA’s Northeast Regional Climate Center.
There will be breakout sessions on topics such as: Reshaping & Redistricting, How to Move Toward a Zero
Carbon Footprint, Tai chi, the Regional Clean Energy Economy, Engaging Business in the Fight Against Climate
Change, Genealogy, Saving the World from Your Home (reducing, reusing, recycling), and more.
Woodcliff is a privately-owned, old-school hotel with elegant accommodations. There is a Spa, an Indoor and
an Outdoor Pool, as well a Health & Fitness Center for your guest or, if you need a break, for you.
There will be displays of Rotary club 21-22 projects from around our District as well as displays explaining and
reviewing aspects of Rotary such as Foundation, DEI, Public Image, Membership, Communication, and others.
Start making you plans to go! Those who arrive with 3 or more to a vehicle will be entered into a drawing for a
basket of ‘saving our world’ products.
Go to: https://tinyurl.com/32kwcfft for more details and the registration link.
Room reservations are made directly with the hotel.
Registration for YEP students and chaperones is separate.
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