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Governor’s Message
Dear fellow Rotarians,
Welcome to the Holiday Season! During the coming weeks there are many different religious and secular days of celebration to acknowledge. Many are joyous, some are somber, and a few dominate while others barely get a nod. Together they exemplify the diversity of people in our world and in our clubs. Let us be sure, especially during this season,
that our clubs are accepting and open. Still having an annual Christmas Party? Maybe
calling it a Holiday Party would sound more welcoming…something to consider.
The approach of the New Year is always a time for reflection. Maybe changes to your club’s culture and habits
need to be considered. Are you still singing decade’s old
songs from the
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Speaking of the upcoming holidays…I am sorry to say that
due to Covid we won’t be having a District Holiday party in
December BUT that doesn’t mean we cannot have a District
social event early in the coming year! Maybe some place like
the Northeast Classical Car Museum in Norwich or the Roberson Museum in Binghamton. A place where folks can mingle and chat while still remaining somewhat spread out. Suggestions and offers of help are more than welcome!
And still on the topic of parties…our District Conference
only 5 months away! Please save the dates of 29, 30 April,

01 May to join your fellow 7170 Rotarians at the Woodcliff Hotel & Spa in Fairport, NY. The theme is “Rotary and Our Environment” but, like true Rotarians, we will also be having fun. Golf on the Friday afternoon, a
5k walk/run Sat morning, and, if things go right Elvis, the king of rock and roll, will be visiting! Watch for registration and details coming soon!
Best regards to all!
DG Evan
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Worldwide News
Rotary International Convention
The Rotary International Convention will be June 4-8, 2022 in Houston, Texas. I am serving as the resource person for District 7170. If you decide to attend and need any information, please e-mail me: pkriebel@stny.rr.com
There is a lot of information on rotary.org
- Pat Kriebel
~*~
Rotary’s Annual Fund
Several years ago, our then District Governor Nominee Zoe van der Meulen met Rotarians Jennifer and Ian Scott
from Australia at Rotary Convention in Seoul, Korea. Ian and Jennifer were putting together a Vocational Training team to help “Strengthen Mongolian Families through Mediation.” The subject of the grant was very different
from what our district normally embarks upon, but the Foundation Committee decided to join nine other districts
and contribute DDF funds. It seems that domestic violence and divorce have increased in Mongolia in the recent
years and the workload of the courts is more than demanding. Although the current Mediation Law pays little attention to resolving family disputes, trained court mediators expressed a desire to use conflict resolution in everyday work.
A training program was developed which included family relations, family mediation and its theoretical and practical approaches, client intake and assessment processes, child rights protections and child development support
during and after divorce, parental responsibilities and child maintenance contracts. Over 200 individuals participated and the results were rated 100% satisfactory; professional knowledge and skills increased and teachers’
theoretical and practical skills were high. In addition, the Family Code and the Law on Mediation are in the process of being amended.
District 7170 involvement allowed this to happen. Thank you for your support of the Annual Fund, which in three
years returns 50% of donations to our district to be used for such projects.
- Lana Rouff

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~
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District News
About Those Dues
A reminder to Club Presidents: Your club’s second half dues, for both RI and District, are based on how many
members RI has listed for your club at midnight 31 December. Please take the time now to be sure that your
members are all properly registered with RI.
- DG Evan
~*~
Redistricting in Our Changing Rotary World
As Rotary clubs around the world evolve, the relationship and structure of Districts in various regions is continually assessed. In our District, and those around us, there is ongoing concern about maintaining the minimum number of members. Locally driving changes that may result from this assessment gives us more control of our future. Your input in the process is requested.
Background:
Over that last several years Rotary Districts in the Upstate NY region have been losing members. Rotary International requires that a District maintain a membership
of over 1,100 and if they fall below that they are required
to submit a written recovery plan to RI and then successfully execute it. If they do not raise their membership
number they are merged with adjoining Districts.
While 7170 is still above this limit we are close enough
to be concerned. Four of the five Districts that border
7170 are either in danger of being, or are going to be, redistricted so we will be affected regardless of our numbers. The Syracuse (7150) and Albany regions (7190)
are both under 1,000 members and have been told they
will be part of a redistricting in the near future.
Current status:
Our District leadership has been discussing the situation with the leadership of both of these Districts as well as
Zone leaders. We believe it is in our best interest to present our own redistricting plan to Rotary International before a plan is determined from the RI level. A draft of a committee structure for developing and executing a plan
has been reviewed and approved by the Governor tracks of all three Districts as well as by RI Zone Director Valarie Wafer and RI Zone Director Elect Drew Kessler.
We expect to develop a plan that would form two new Districts from the existing three. The first phase of the
work will be led by the current DG, DGE, and DGN from each District as well as a member at large from each.
This committee of 12 Rotarians (4 from each of 3 Districts) will determine how the clubs will be grouped into
the proposed new Districts and will establish subcommittees that will work on the second phase. This work begins 01 January 2022 with completion targeted for 30 June 2022.
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During the Rotary year 22-23 the second phase will see the subcommittees, comprised of Rotarians with specific
knowledge and experience, addressing the many details that need to be worked out to successfully merge. Details
such as how to handle the Youth Exchange Programs, various District committees, the DG tracks, District funds
(both DDF and general), and so on. At this point it is expected that the merger will take place 01 July 2023
Next steps: Your Input Is Requested
Your district leaders believe this general plan is in the best interest of our shared futures, however nothing is set
in stone and the real work is just beginning. Before we go further, we need to hear from the Rotarians of District
7170. Our 05 December ‘Chat with the DG Track’ Zoom call (see our District “Upcoming Events” for the link)
will be devoted to answering questions and, if needed, we can have additional Zoom chats. If you can’t make the
Zoom call, or prefer to connect with me directly, send your comments, concerns, or suggestions to DG Evan via
email (emkurtz56@gmail.com) or, if you would rather, call 607-423-2693. I look forward to hearing your
thoughts as we design the future of our district.
- Evan Kurtz
~*~
Membership Minute Tip
Understanding Rotary members’ needs — the key to engaged members is, what do members want from their Rotary experience? And why do some members leave? Our research shows that members value local community
service, friendship, and fellowship most. They cite time and cost, the club environment, and unmet expectations
as reasons for leaving. The key to engaging members is providing an experience that meets their needs and expectations.
Come join us as Membership Monday series continues.
Monday, December 13th at 7pm
Program: Welcome to the World of Rotary.
A series of short sessions on: Areas of Focus, The Rotary Foundation, Where Are You in Rotary, and The Rotary
Learning Center
A Zoom Registration Link will be sent to all members soon.
- Matt Adler, Immediate Past District Governor, District Co-Membership Chair
(See agenda at the end of this newsletter.)
~*~

Community and International Grants Update
The District Grants Committee has made several changes to the grant application procedure. First, the application
deadline for the 2022-2023 Rotary Year is May 1, 2022. The Committee will meet in early June to review the applications and send the District grant request to The Rotary Foundation by mid-June. The intent is to receive approval from TRF earlier in the year so that clubs can begin their projects sooner; especially those that are planned
for the summer. Second, the scoring rubric will be modified to include not only financial donations from the club
– to TRF and toward the project – but also any in-kind contributions, such as hands-on labor, securing materials
and/or equipment, etc. Third, the 2022 Grants Seminar is scheduled for 10:00 am Saturday February 5, 2022, via
Zoom.
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We hope every club will send several members to the seminar with ideas and questions for the projects they are
planning. Now is the time to be thinking about a project your club wants to undertake – do not wait until the February seminar. The May 1 deadline will come quickly. As always, contact Cindy Burger, District Grants Committee Chair, with questions. csburger@frontiernet.net; (607) 692-3442.
- Cindy Burger
~*~

Update on the Rotary Councils
I will be writing articles about the Rotary Councils over the next few
months in an attempt to demystify the process. My goal is that district
7170 Rotarians will have a better understanding of the way it works and
of how Rotary governs itself.
As I mentioned in an earlier email to all district Rotarians, the Rotary
Council on Resolutions voting ended on November 1. Those results are
now available at https://my.rotary.org/en/council/cor/vote. Those that
were adopted will be considered by the RI Board at a future meeting. It
typically takes a year to hear whether the Board has acted on any of the adopted resolutions, so this is an exercise
in patience.
I’m now turning my attention to preparing for the Council on Legislation, which meets every three years to vote
on changes to Rotary’s constitutional documents. Unlike the Council on Resolutions, enactments adopted at the
Council on Legislation do actually change how things are done in the Rotary world, without having to go through
the RI Board first.
New this year is a vetting process, which was enacted at the 2019 Council on Legislation. The purpose of this vetting process is to make the COL more efficient by more easily considering those items that have widespread support or opposition. Rather than discussing all proposed enactments at the Council in April, I have just received a
list of 39 enactments that will be vetted this December. The enactments for consideration ahead of time were selected by the Council Operations Committee. Those items that receive more than 80% of eligible votes in support
of the item shall be considered on a consent agenda for the 2022 COL. Those items that receive greater than 80%
of eligible votes opposing the item will be considered rejected by the Council and will not be considered further
at the meeting of the COL. If you are interested in seeing which enactments are being vetted, you may view them
at https://my.rotary.org/en/council/col/vote.
I’ve been trained on the procedures for the Council on Legislation and am now studying the proposed enactments
and constitutional documents. I’m waiting to find out whether the Council will be in-person, virtual, or hybrid.
You may also study the proposed legislation by downloading it from https://my-cms.rotary.org/en/document/proposed-legislation-2022-council-legislation.
Rotary Clubs may submit statements in support of, in opposition to, or as a comment on an item of legislation.
Club statements must be submitted or confirmed by the club’s president. You must explain why you are supporting, opposing, or wishing to make a general comment in the submission. Comments without substance, links to
other materials, or comments that may be offensive will not be published at the discretion of the chair. For example, the statement “I support this item” does not include an explanation and would not be published. If, after reading the proposed legislation, your club wishes to submit a comment you may do so at https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/13pUfIQItvTVoHBq6HevxuKZq2qS. The deadline for comments is January 10, 2022.
- Zoë Vandermeulen, Council Representative
~*~
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DEI’s “Did You Know…?”
“Did You Know….?” There are wide ranges of pronouns that some people prefer
today?
“Did You Know…?” There are socioeconomic barriers to joining Rotary for
some potential members?
“Did You Know…?” That rotary.org's Learning Center has professional development courses that could be beneficial in both your personal and professional life?
“Did You Know….?” If you witness or experience someone acting in a way that violates Rotary’s DEI statement, email DEI.Inquiries@Rotary.org.
- Jo-Ellen Hedlund
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Club News
.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:.

Welcome, New Club Members!
Club
Cortland Breakfast
Cortland Breakfast
Hobart
Hobart
Owego
Owego
Oxford
Oxford
Vestal

New Member
Brian Halladay
Cindy Stoker
Stacy Lynde
Diane Taylor
Joan Davis
Meredith Gallaro
Julio Alcantara
Elizabeth Johnson
Jonathan Holmberg

Sponsor
Steven Cinquanti
Jim Hopkins
Judy Vidal
Lisa Driscoll
Max Della Pia
Judy Quigley
Rhonda Conant
Rhonda Conant
Andy Papaleo

.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:._.:*~*:.

Bainbridge Rotary
The Bainbridge Rotary Club was selected as this year’s recipient of “Service Organization of the Year” by the Bainbridge Chamber of Commerce. The award was presented at
the Chamber’s Annual “Commitment to Community Dinner” which
was held on October 31st at the Sundown Golf & Country Club in
Guilford, NY. In addition to receiving the Chamber award, the Bainbridge Rotary Club was honored with the presentation of a Citation
from the New York State Assembly by Assemblyman Joe Angelino.
- John Gliha, Club President
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Groton Rotary
Two of our veterans will be selling wreaths. Anyone who wants to join us Dec 18 to
lay actual wreaths at Bath National Cemetery, let us know.
- Mona Forney, Chair Wreath Committee
(See flyer at the end of this newsletter for more information.)
~*~

Johnson City Rotary
The JC Rotary Club has been busy.
We participated at a Trunk or Treat
event on Halloween. We sold pumpkins as a fundraiser for Polio Plus
and completed our district grant project involving purchasing signs and building flower boxes for JC parks.
We partnered with the Elks Club and JC Partners who purchased two of the park signs.
- Sue Paredez
~*~

Nimmonsburg Rotary
The Nimmonsburg Rotary Club, along with the help of students from the Chenango Forks High School Honor
Society, participated in the October 16th River Clean Up event at Port Dickinson Park. Club member Bob Aagre
served refreshments for the workers and new member, Jared Cornell, was the Stream Leader for the cleanup.
Many thanks to Emily Silvanic, Honor Society Advisor, for her coordinating efforts. Most of all, thanks to the
students for sharing their time and efforts at this event.
- Russ Sanaeko, Secretary
Owego Rotary

~*~

You may have noticed people working in the area of the Village of Owego known as Canawanna and cleaning up there, removing some of the invasive plants and doing some planting. Canawanna gets its name from a Canawanna Road that used to be in that area. Canawanna is the area bordered by Water Street, Canal Street, Mill Street and River Road; there
is a street through the middle of the area called West Front Street.
What is going on there is that the Owego Rotary has undertaken a project to celebrate 100
years of service by the Owego Rotary. A hügelkultur has been built and planted with milkweed and other native plants that attract and feed pollinators like butterflies and bees. There
are paths through the wooded area. The paths are marked by white Rotary signs. There are
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plantings of shrubs that produce berries that birds eat. Plants to improve wildlife habitats that have been planted are arrowwood, blackberry, currants, elderberry, hackberry,
nannyberry, elderberry and raspberries. A seventy-foot-long wildlife hedge that supports
birds, pollinators and other wildlife has been planted along Water Street. It consists
of hazelnut, rosa rugosa, high bush cranberry, spice bush and buttonbush. These plants
provide food for birds another small wildlife.
Canawanna was once a prosperous industrial area when waterpower was the primary
source of power. There were two water powered grist mills on the northern part of the
area on Main Street. The Rotary hopes to learn more about the history of Canawanna and
share it with the public. Canawanna is prone to flooding and is in the floodway. The project was originally envisioned as a food forest mostly for human beings but after discussion, it was changed to be a nature preserve, because a nature preserve can feed animals, birds and people. The Rotary will be planting native trees like apples,
chestnuts, pawpaw and persimmons.
There have been several tours through the area to identify plants, both native and invasive. Native plants produce
more nutritional content for birds and animals and have co-evolved with birds to bear fruit when birds are returning from migrating south in the winter. Invasive plants are less desirable as wildlife habitat restoration and are
being removed. The primary invasive plants are honeysuckle, rosa multiflora, privet, garlic mustard and knotweed. Invasive plants often have the competitive advantage of being unpalatable to wildlife and leafing out earlier
than natives in the spring thus shading them out.
Owego Rotarians Carolyn Wright, Donna Bakal and Rob Fairlie planted a wildlife habitat hedge in the Canawanna Nature Preserve.
- Kevin Millar
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Visit https://www.rotarygbi.org/rotary-international-announcesvirtual-convention-this-summer/ for more information.
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The Last Page . . . for reference
Chat with the 7170 DG Track
On the 5th of every month—this month, Sunday, December 5th—at 7:00 PM we
have our District's 'Chat with the 7170 DG Track'. This is an opportunity for any Rotarian in 7170 to ask questions and talk with members of our District leadership. Details are on the District homepage, just scroll down to 'Upcoming Events'
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82651401728?pwd=aFVqakIxcmFIQ2VRWGRhNkU4dHFKUT09
Meeting ID: 826 5140 1728
Passcode: 646571

Getting club events on our District Calendar is easy!
If your club uses ClubRunner: While creating the event post for your club’s calendar, look toward the
bottom of the page and you will see a radio button labeled ’Show Event in District Calendar?’. Select
‘Yes’ to make your event visible on the District calendar! If your club does not use ClubRunner: Send
an email with all the pertinent information to 7170Calendar@gmail.com. Include title, date, times, location, costs, event description, and a point of contact. If a point of contact is not provided, the default will
be the club president. It may be several days before this gets seen and posted, so please allow time.

And remember Social Media!
Do you have a collection of photos to share too massive for this publication? Send an email to Wendy Deis at
wendygirl201@gmail.com to get them posted to the D717O Facebook page! Send a heads up to 7170newsletter@gmail.com and I’ll cross-reference it in the newsletter and include the link!

Submission and publication schedule – Mark your calendars!
Soft Deadline – Send content to
7170newsletter@gmail.com by
the 15th of the month if possible.
Wednesday, December 15
Saturday, January 15
Tuesday, February 15

Hard deadline – By noon on
the 3rd to last day of the month
to allow time for final editing.
Wednesday, December 29
Saturday, January 29
Saturday, February 26

Publication!
Saturday, January 1, 2022
Tuesday, February 1, 2022
Tuesday, March 1, 2022

Published newsletters can be found on the D7170 website on this path after being posted online:
https://rotarydistrict7170.org/  District 7170   District Newsletters 

Are you a writer?
Do you like expressing yourself with the written word?
Did you attend or participate in a club or district event,
face-to-face or virtually? TELL US ALL ABOUT IT!
Write up a report about it and send it to: 7170newsletter@gmail.com!
Here’s what to include for a good story: Who is involved/invited? What is the event/activity? When did
it (will it) happen? Where did/will the event/activity
take place? Why did it (will it) happen? How did it happen? Other details…Other people to contact…Remember to include your name and your club in the subject
line! And attach photos if you got ‘em! �
District Governor: Evan Kurtz
Dryden Rotary
Mobile: 607-423-2693
emkurtz56@gmail.com
Log into ClubRunner for more info.
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July
August
September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April
May
June

NEW ROTARY INTERNATIONAL THEME
Transition Month
Membership & Extension
Basic Education and Literacy
Economic and Community Development
The Rotary Foundation
Disease Prevention and Treatment
Vocational Service
Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution
Water and Sanitation
Maternal and Child Health
Youth Service
Rotary Fellowships
Editor: Christine (Chris) Haase
Ithaca Sunrise Rotary
P.O. Box 6565
Ithaca NY 14851 | USA
7170newsletter@gmail.com
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Supplement: Flyers, Registration Forms, Reports, etc.
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EMPIRE DISTRICT’S
7120, 7150, 7170, 7190

Agenda for Dec. 13 “Membership Monday”

WELCOME TO THE WORLD OF ROTARY

PREVIEW THE LATEST ORIENTATION FOR YOUR NEW (AND NEWER) CLUB MEMBERS
1) Welcome by Host and Moderator: ARC Scott MacDonell, D7120 PDG, Clifton Springs RC
a. Format, Purpose, and Intended Outcomes
b. Introduction of presenters. When and why did they join Rotary?
2) Welcome to Rotary PowerPoint with video - Host and moderator
3) Eight-minute content segments:
A) Areas of Focus. Presenter: Lizzy Martin, D7150 Innovative Clubs Chair, Baldwinsville
RC
B) Foundation. Presenter: Janet Tenriero, D7120 Governor, Canandaigua RC
C) You and Your Rotary World. Presenter: Kimmy Talbot, D7190 Membership Co-Chair,
Scotia RC
D) Learning Center. Presenter: Denise DiNoto D7190 Governor Elect, ColonieGuilderland RC
4) Q and A - Scott MacDonell.
5) Conclusion and Thanks – Scott MacDonell

Questions in Chat to be monitored by Rich Griesche and Melissa Ward-Rathbun
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